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Conference at a Glance

Purpose: To deepen Africa-Europe scholarly dialogue on regional and transregional dimensions in law,
policymaking, governance, and sustainable development.

Format: A two-day hybrid conference combining high-level plenary dialogue, keynote reflections, thematic
breakout panels, and closing communiqué deliberations.

Strategic Value: The conference positioned CIDRA as a platform for collaborative research, academic mobility,
policy briefs, and sustained engagement between scholars and policymakers.
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SECTION DIVIDER

Foreword

Foreword and introductory reflections to the conference proceedings.

CIDRA Conference Proceedings

FOREWORD

The 1st CIDRA International Academic Conference, held on 15 - 16 April 2026 at the
University of Dar es Salaam, represented a significant milestone in fostering
scholarly collaboration and policy dialogue between Africa and Europe. Organized
under the CIDRA Project, which is funded by the European Union and involving a
consortium of 13 universities from both continents, the conference brought together
scholars, policymakers, diplomats, and practitioners to examine the legal,
institutional, economic, and governance dimensions of regional and transregional
cooperation.

This proceedings report compiles selected abstracts and summaries of the
presented papers, as documented in the official conference booklet, together with
key outcomes from the event. It reflects the rich discussions on multilateralism,
regional integration, sustainable development, and the evolving Africa—Europe
partnership in a multipolar world.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all contributors, participants, and institutional
partners for their valuable insights and commitment to advancing evidence-based
policymaking.

UDSM CIDRA Organizing Team

Stephen Kirama (PhD) - PI CIDRA UDSM,

Prof. Evance Wema, CIDRA Team Member, Floor Manager

Dr Rasul Ahmed, CIDRA Team Member, Conference Proceedings
Dr Masoud Dauda, CIDRA Team Member, VIP Protocols

Ms Levina Mfupe, CIDRA Team Member, Logistics

Mr Salvatory Macha, Logistics

I O
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SECTION DIVIDER

About The Cidra Project And The Conference

Background to the CIDRA Project, conference purpose, and institutional context.

CIDRA Conference Proceedings
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ABOUT THE CIDRA PROJECT AND THE CONFERENCE

Conference Highlight

The 1st CIDRA International Academic Conference served as a bridge between African and European
scholarship, policy dialogue, and institutional partnership. It underscored the value of collaborative
research and evidence-based policymaking in addressing shared regional and global challenges.

e Africa—Europe scholarly dialogue
¢ Policy-relevant research and advocacy

* Regional integration, governance, and sustainability

The CIDRA Project seeks to establish a durable intellectual and institutional bridge
between Africa and Europe through permanent networks for scholarly reflection,
joint research, methodological exchange, and advocacy. Its core objectives include
strengthening regional integration, enhancing research capacity, and promoting
policy-relevant outputs that address shared global challenges.

The conference theme ‘Regional and Transregional Dimensions in Law and
Policymaking ' focused on the interplay between regional legal frameworks,
transregional governance, and their implications for trade, human rights, migration,
energy security, digital and green transitions, and multilateral responses to global
crises.

The two-day conference featured opening addresses, a high-level plenary on EU-
African Regional Economic Communities (RECs) relations, keynote presentations,
and multiple parallel thematic panels. Participation included in-person and hybrid
formats, with strong representation from African and European academic
institutions, as well as diplomatic presence.
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SECTION DIVIDER

Opening Ceremony And Keynote Address

Opening session narrative, official remarks, keynote framing, and high-level plenary insights.

CIDRA Conference Proceedings
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OPENING CEREMONY AND KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Key Message from the Opening Session

The opening session framed the conference as both an academic forum and a policy platform. Speakers
emphasized multilateralism, inclusive governance, and international collaboration as essential to
responding to contemporary global and regional challenges.

e Research should speak to policy
e International collaboration strengthens academic excellence
e CIDRA provides a durable platform for joint action

The Maiden CIDRA International Academic Conference opened on Wednesday, 15 April 2026, at the
University of Dar es Salaam New Library Auditorium. The opening session was organized under the
conference theme, “Regional and Transregional Dimensions in Law and Policymaking,” and was
coordinated to reflect both the academic character of the event and its diplomatic and policy significance.
The programme identified Prof. Wema as Floor Manager, Dr Masoud Dauda together with the Public
Relations Office, as responsible for VIP logistics and protocol, and Dr Stephen Kirama, the UDSM CIDRA
Principal Investigator, as Director of Ceremony.

Proceedings began with the registration of participants, followed by the introduction of participants under
the coordination of the UDSM CIDRA team. The welcoming remarks were delivered by the University
leadership, setting a collegial and institutional tone for a conference that brought together scholars,
policymakers, diplomats, practitioners and development actors from Africa and Europe. Prof. Fabio Masini,
CIDRA Project Coordinator and PI, then introduced the CIDRA Project and the conference, situating the
meeting within the broader objective of creating a joint infrastructure for dialogue, research, and advocacy
between Europe and Africa.
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Prof. Fabio Masini, CIDRA Project Coordinator and Principal Investigator, introduces the CIDRA Project and outlines the purpose of
the conference.

The opening session was strengthened by a high-level plenary on “The European Union and the African
Regional Economic Cooperation (RECs): Opportunities, Challenges and Lessons.” The plenary was chaired
by H.E. Giuseppe S. Coppola, Ambassador of Italy to Tanzania, and featured panel contributions from Prof.
Jerénimo Maillo Gonzalez-Orus representing the European Union perspective, Dr. Zemelak Ayele of Addis
Ababa University, Mr. Duncan Ouma of the African Development Bank, and Dr. Rasul Ahmed Minja of the
University of Dar es Salaam. The session brought into conversation European integration experience, African
regional integration dynamics, the institutional challenges of RECs, and the need for context-sensitive
approaches to transregional cooperation.
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A high-level plenary session chaired by H.E. Giuseppe S. Coppola, Ambassador of Italy to Tanzania, featured panel contributions
from Mr. Duncan Ouma of the African Development Bank; Prof. Jerénimo Maillo Gonzalez-Orus; Dr. Zemelak Ayele of Addis Ababa
University; and Dr. Rasul Ahmed Minja of the University of Dar es Salaam.

H.E. Giuseppe S. Coppola, Ambassador of Italy to Tanzania, delivers his opening remarks during the conference.
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H.E. Paloma Serra Robles, Ambassador of Spain to Tanzania, delivers her opening remarks during the conference.

Remarks were also scheduled from representative embassies from Africa and Europe, including H.E.
Giuseppe S. Coppola and the Ambassador of Spain to Tanzania H.E. Paloma Serra Robles. The formal
opening speech by Hon. Prof. Adolf Mkenda (MP), Minister for Education, Science and Technology, was
delivered on his behalf by Prof. Bernadeta Killian, UDSM Deputy Vice Chancellor for Planning, Finance and
Administration. In that message, participants were challenged to rethink cooperation, governance and
sustainability in a rapidly changing global order, especially through three policy questions: how to
strengthen multilateralism amid fragmentation, how to design inclusive and legitimate governance systems,
and how to secure sustainable and equitable energy futures.

Prof. Killian’s remarks gave the opening session a strong policy and institutional framing. She characterized
the conference as a “laboratory of ideas” for real-world challenges and emphasized that international
collaboration is no longer optional for academic excellence. She further underlined that collaborative
projects such as CIDRA are essential for advancing knowledge, mobilizing research funding, strengthening
academic infrastructure and generating policy-relevant solutions. This framing positioned the conference
not merely as an academic event, but as a platform for translating research into policy impact across energy,
transport, law, governance, migration, digital transformation and regional cooperation.
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The Guest of Honour delivers the keynote address during the official opening of the 1st CIDRA Academic Conference at the
University of Dar es Salaam.

The opening session concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Lupa Ramadhani, Head of the
Department of Political Science and Public Administration, on behalf of the hosting departments, namely
Library Services, Political Science, Sociology and Economics. The formal session was followed by a group
photograph involving the Guest of Honour’s representatives, diplomats and conference participants, and
then a health break before participants moved to the parallel breakout sessions. The UDSM cover story on
the conference is available here: Bridging Continents, Shaping Policy: CIDRA Conference Positions Africa-

Europe Research at the Heart of Global Solutions.
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Dr. Lupa Ramadhani, Head of the Department of Political Science and Public Administration, delivers the vote of thanks on behalf
of the hosting departments at UDSM.
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Plenary and Policy Insight
Discussions highlighted the need for context-sensitive regionalism, institutional reform, and stronger

cooperation between scholars, policymakers, and regional actors. The plenary particularly stressed mutual
learning between European and African regional integration experiences.

e Stronger researcher—policy engagement
e Institutional reform for effective regionalism
e Shared lessons from EU and African RECs

The conference produced a communiqué emphasizing the need for:

e Strengthened joint and interdisciplinary research initiatives.
* Production of policy briefs and collaborative publications.

¢ Enhanced academic mobility and exchange programmes.
e Greater engagement between researchers and policymakers to improve evidence-based decision-making.

* Continued development of CIDRA as a platform for sustained Africa—Europe dialogue.

Conference Proceedings 1st Academic Event Dar es Salaam| 15
Conference Theme: Regional and Transregional Dimensions in Law and Policymaking | Page 15



CIDRA International Academic Conference Proceedings | University of Dar es Salaam
Participants highlighted the value of context-sensitive regionalism, institutional reform, and innovative
governance mechanisms to address fragmentation while leveraging opportunities in digital transformation, green
transitions, and inclusive multilateralism.

Acl qRARGe qRYUOe UT tOx Rt qtoYnto9 YUq!| RHz2 qVY I

The conference recorded strong and diverse participation, reflecting the interdisciplinary and transregional
nature of the CIDRA initiative. Attendees included senior academics, early-career researchers, policymakers,
legal practitioners, and representatives of regional and international organizations. The mix of participants
fostered a dynamic exchange of ideas, combining theoretical insights with policy-relevant perspectives. This
institutional diversity strengthened the comparative dimension of discussions. High levels of engagement
characterized the conference across sessions. Each panel included moderated discussions and question-and-
answer segments, allowing participants to engage with presented research critically. Key features included
interactive panel debates, cross-panel thematic linkages, and networking sessions facilitating collaboration.

Participants highlighted the value of face-to-face engagement in strengthening academic networks and fostering
future joint research initiatives. Contributors represented the following leading institutions:

¢ Roma Tre University (ltaly)

e University of Dar es Salaam (Tanzania)

e Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (Greece)
¢ NOVA University Lisbon (Portugal)

e CEU San Pablo University (Spain)

¢ Halmstad University (Sweden)

e Université Officielle de Bukavu (DRC)

¢ SIMAD University (Somalia)

e Addis Ababa University (Ethiopia)

e Kano University of Science and Technology (Nigeria)
e Cadi Ayyad University (Morocco)

¢ University of Johannesburg (South Africa)

e NEOMA Business School (France)

In addition, other partner universities from Africa and Europe (e.g. St. Augustine University of Tanzania, University
of Exeter (United Kingdom), Technical University of Kenya).
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UNIVERSITY OF DAR ES SALAAM

UDSM students pose for a group photo with the Deputy Vice Chancellor for Planning, Finance and Administration, joined by the
Ambassadors of Spain and Italy to Tanzania, the CIDRA Project Coordinator and Principal Investigator, and the Head of the
Department of Political Science and Public Administration, UDSM.
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A section of conference participants follows the plenary session with keen attention.
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The organizers gratefully acknowledge the generous support of the European Union, the University
of Dar es Salaam (host institution), and all CIDRA partner universities. Special thanks go to the
conference scientific and organizing committees, session chairs, discussants, and administrative
staff. Appreciation is also extended to the diplomatic community and all participants whose
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SECTION DIVIDER

Thematic Breakout Sessions

Parallel panel sessions, chairpersons, hybrid participation, and thematic coverage.

CIDRA Conference Proceedings
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THEMATIC BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Breakout Session Highlights

The parallel thematic panels demonstrated the breadth of CIDRA’s interdisciplinary agenda. The hybrid
arrangement broadened participation by combining in-person and virtual presentations across multiple
thematic areas.

¢ Designated chairpersons moderated each session
e Several presentations were delivered virtually

* Themes ranged from law and migration to energy, digital transitions, and regionalism

Following the opening ceremony, the conference proceeded into thematic breakout sessions held in parallel
rooms. The breakout format enabled wide participation across multiple sub-themes while preserving
focused discussion within each panel. The programme adopted a hybrid arrangement: several papers were
presented physically at the University of Dar es Salaam, while others were delivered virtually through the
shared Zoom platform. This hybrid format broadened participation across Africa and Europe and allowed
contributors who could not travel to Dar es Salaam to participate meaningfully in the scholarly exchange.

Day One included three parallel late-morning panels and two extended afternoon panels. The morning
sessions addressed financing sustainable development, regional and transregional dimensions in law and
policymaking, and migration, mobility and regional stability. The afternoon sessions shifted attention to
regionalism and global crises, as well as digital and green transitions. Each session was moderated by
designated chairpersons, and the programme allocated time for paper presentations followed by plenary
discussions within each room.

Day Two continued the parallel structure. The morning panels concentrated on multilateralism in the face
of bilateralism and geopolitical influence, while the late-morning sessions focused on government policies
and decision-making systems, and on energy security and regional cooperation. Across these sessions, the
papers collectively demonstrated the interdisciplinary character of CIDRA by bringing together law, political
science, economics, governance studies, development studies, migration studies, digital transformation,
energy policy and regional integration.

Summary of breakout sessions and chairpersons:

Day 1, Room A Session | (11:00- Flna!ncmg Sustainable Development: Innovations for Prof. Bhaso Ndzendze
13:00) Regional Growth

Day 1, Room B Session | (11:00- Reglonal ahd Transregional Dimensions in Law and Dr. Ali Olow Jimale
13:00) Policymaking

Day 1, Room C Session | (11:00- . . - . - Prof. Letuku Elias
13:15) Migration, Mobility, and Regional Stability Phaahla

Day 1,R A Session Il (14:00- . L . . .
1:};5) oom A Session II( The Role of Regionalism in Addressing Global Crises Dr. John Mtui

Day 1, Room B Session 11 (14:00- Digital and Green Transitions: Opportunities for Prof. Domenico
18:15) Regional Integration Fiormonte

Day 2, Room A Session Il (08:00- Multilateralism in the Face of Bilateralism and Prof. Letuku Elias
10:30) Geopolitical Influence Phaahla

Day 2, Room B Morning Session lll Multilateralism in the Face of Bilateralism and Ms Philisiwe
(08:00-10:30) Geopotiticat Inftuence Constance Mpondo
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Day 2, Room C Morning Session Il Multilateralism in the Face of Bilateralism and Dr. Stephen Kirama
(08:00-10:30) Geopolitical Influence ’ P
Day 2, R A ion IV (11:00- Prof. A Ah

ay 2, Room A Session IV (11:00 Government Policies and Decision-Making Systems rof. Adan Ahmed
13:00) Bulale
Day 2, R B Session IV (11:00- . . . .
1;}{)0) oom B Session IV ( Energy Security and Regional Cooperation Dr. L. Ramadhani

Participants engage with presentations and discussions during one of the thematic breakout sessions.
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SECTION DIVIDER

Abstracts

Selected abstracts organized by thematic area and presented in a visually structured format.

CIDRA Conference Proceedings
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ABSTRACTS

THEME: Financing Sustainable Development: Innovations for Regional Growth
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Full Title:

Consulting service and survival of medium scale enterprises In Africa: Oriaku Christian Chinenyem (Ph.D)

Despite several studies and intervention schemes in the medium scale enterprise (MSE) segment of the African
enterprise economy, the going-concern status of that category continued to experience serious survival threat due to
several challenges. The study investigated the effect of consulting service on the survival of medium scale enterprisesin
the African continent with Nigeria as a focal point. Major objective was to find out if there is statistically significant
relationship between consulting service and survival of medium scale enterprises in the African continent. Study
employed survey research design. Population for the study consisted of 174 registered medium scale enterprises
(executives) with the Nigerian Federal Capital Development Agency. The study purposively subjected the entire
population to investigation (Census- sampling). Copies of a questionnaire after validity and reliability tests were
administered using the list of registered MSEs. 168 copies of the questionnaire were retrieved representing 96.6%
response rate. Descriptive statistics and multiple regression technique were employed to analyze the data at 5%
significance level. Results revealed that financial consulting has significant positive effect on MSEs survival (8 = 0.461,
t=12.494), and contributed 48.2% to the survival of MSEs. Marketing consulting significantly drives MSEs survival (8 =
0.529, t=14.808), and contributed 56.6% to the survival of MSEs. Human capital consulting significantly affects MSEs
survival (B = 0.637, t=13.007), and contributed 50.2% to the survival of MSEs. Process consulting has significant effect
on the survival of MSEs (B = 0.341, t=7.049), and contributed 22.6% towards the survival of MSEs. Overall, consulting
service components have joint significant effect on MSEs survival contributing 61% towards the survival of MSEs in the
Nigerian Federal Capital Territory. The study concluded that MSEs should leverage on consulting services for strategic
and optimal financial resource allocation, expansion of market spaces for steady and multi-revenue flow, enhance
capacity and distinct competencies, and ensure sound operational process and procedures management. Study
therefore, recommended that African Medium Scale Enterprises (MSEs) should seek expert advisory services of
consultants by adopting the multiple approach in pursuing survival objectives as such would significantly and positively
influence their survival in the African continent enterprise economy.

Keywords: Consulting service, survival strategy, consulting intervention, medium scale enterprises.
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Full Title:

The Impact of Geo-Sourced Imports on African Firms'improvements: Stephane Lhuillery, Neoma Business School
The trajectory of industrial development and economic convergence across developing economies, particularly within Africa,
is fundamentally contingent upon local firms' capacity to access and internalize advanced foreign knowledge and production
technologies. International trade is widely acknowledged as the primary channel for this knowledge transfer, thus
incentivizing domestic firms to integrate into Global Value Chains (GVCs). However, a salient challenge for many African
economies is the observed weakness in backward linkages to foreign suppliers (Edwards et al., 2020), which significantly
impedes the realization of potential technological spillovers. This research undertakes a rigorous econometric analysis to
determine the causality of accessing specialized geo-sourced imports on specific organizational capabilities: namely,
Innovation and Quality Certification.

Keywords: Geo-sourced imports, Global value chain, Industrial development, Knowledge transfer, Quality
certification.
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Full Title:
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Forensic Accounting skills for fraud detection, control and prevention in cooperative financial management:
emerging evidences from ogun state, Nigeria: Ologbon, O.A.C; Togunwa, M.O, Sofoluwe, N.A, DadaA, O.M and
Oluwasanya, O.P.

The spate of undetected fraudulent financial activities among management of organizations have led to the collapse of many
high-profile financial firms globally. Fraud management (detection, control and prevention) is a critical challenge confronting
cooperative leaderships in the face of emerging complexity of operations in the global space. This study had investigated the
dynamics of fraud among Cooperative organisations in Ogun State, Nigeria. The study adopted descriptive research survey
methods. Primary data were purposively collected from 202 cooperative organizations using structured questionnaire from
the management committee of the selected societies in Ogun State. Descriptive statistics and regression analysis were used
to analyze the study data. Findings from the study revealed the mean age of cooperative societies as 21 years; with over 65%
of the committee members having cooperative management experience for 5 years. Mean response scores (awareness =
2.83) and (perception = 3.31) across the five dimensions of assessment indicated moderate level of forensic accounting
awareness and skills deployment perception for fraud detection/control respectively, among selected management staff,
High fraud risk exposure ( =1.762, p =0.007, Exp( ) = 5.828) and increased financial commitment to auditing { =0.0002, p
=0.014; Exp( ) = 1.000) propelled higher likelihood towards forensic accounting effectiveness; while managers educational
attainment ( = -0.538, p = 0.008, Exp( ) = 0.584); leadership experience ( =-0.112, p = 0.006, Exp( ) = 0.894); forensic
expertise ( =-0.081, p=0.014, Exp( ) =0.922); and time length from previous fraud experience (| =-0.145,p=0.012, Exp( )
=0.865) reduced forensic accounting effectiveness among cooperative societies. On society’s behavioral tendency to deploy
forensic accounting skills, leaders’ (mean score = 3.03) and managers’ (mean score =3.04) weak inclination towards forensic
accounting training; society’s enforced responsiveness based only upon external motivation (mean score = 3.16); and its
unwillingness to acquire forensic accounting tools (mean score = 2.98), were indicators of weak application tendencies. The
logistic regression result of cooperative’s internal control factors provided strong empirical support for the COSO framework.
Factors such as adoption of digital tools (Exp(f )= 1.364); participation in leadership training (Exp( )= 1.329); structured loan
recovery (Exp( ) =0.212) and interest deduction systems (Exp( ) = 1.69) significantly influenced the likelihood of financial
fraud prevention among cooperative societies; while frequent audit practices (Exp( ) = 0.522) unexpectedly reduced it. The
study concluded that improved awareness and knowledge about forensic accounting and frequent deployment of forensic
audit practices would significantly help in fraud detection and prevention among cooperative societies in Ogun State, Nigeria.
The study therefore, recommended vigorous sensitization towards the adoption and utilization of forensic accounting
practices, as well as sustainable internal control mechanisms for a fraud-free cooperative management systems in Ogun
State, Nigeria.

Keywords: Forensic accounting skills, fraud dynamics, Cooperative financial management
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Full Title

On the new climate economy in the Democratic Republic of Congo and its impact on the global ecological transition:
MUKENGERE NTAKALALWA Matthieu Université officielle de Bukavu

The DRC's forests and peatlands are home to incredible biodiversity and store vast carbon resources. Its peatlands are former
swamps and rich wetlands that sequester 30 gigatons of carbon, equivalent to more than three years of global carbon
emissions. The DRC, which is home to approximately 120,000 km2 of peatlands, plays a major role in safeguarding these
areas. The World Bank estimates that the DRC has the potential to generate an estimated value of between $223 billion and
$398 billion annually from stored carbon and associated ecosystem services. For every dollar invested today in landscape
and forest restoration, the DRC is expected to generate $15 in benefits by 2050. DRC residents rely on low-productivity
agriculture for their subsistence and charcoal as their primary energy source, while extractive sectors destroy forests with
little development impact. Continuing the current economy, combined with a population expected to double in the next 25
years, will exponentially increase pressure on nature while failing to ensure sustainable development for the DRC's
population. In the Congolese context, the new economy refers to the transformation of natural resources and economic
diversification, particularly in the climate sector. This approach aims to maximize national profits from exploitation. From
now on, the DRC must transform the materials produced internally, notably copper, cobalt, lithium, etc., so that they are
profitable for nationals. It has been verified since then that the country only benefits from practically 3% of the return on
market value and the others benefit from 97% because the country simply exploits the materials in their raw state.

Keywords: Climate economy, Global ecological transition, Peatlands, Natural resources, Sustainable development.
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Full Title
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Contribution to the Discourse on Advancing National Open Science Framework: A Federated Approach through the
NgREN and FUTO Synergy: Chinedu Otuya, Nkeiru Emezie, Prof. Afolayan A. Obiniyi and Assoc Prof. Joseph S. Igwe

The swift development of National Research and Education Networks (NRENs) throughout Africa offers a distinctive
opportunity to institutionalize Open Science on a national scale by integrating research networks, institutional repositories,
and higher-education libraries into federated ecosystems. The Nigerian Research and Education Network (NgREN) has been
providing resources for inter-university connectivity and community services that can be used to support a national Open
Science infrastructure. At the same time, institutions like the Federal University of Technology, Owerri (FUTO) keep
operational institutional repositories and OER collections that are important for collecting content and metadata. This paper
advocates for and empirically investigates a federated Open Science framework centered on the Nigerian Institutional
Repository and Identity System (NIRIS), a national aggregator and discovery layer designed to collect, harmonize, and
disseminate scholarly outputs from institutional repositories across Nigerian universities. We present a systems-level
blueprint that combines repository federation with federated identity, persistent identifiers, and FAIR (Findable, Accessible,
Interoperable, Reusable) data practices to improve research visibility, reuse, and cross-border collaboration. This is based
on the National Universities Commission's OER initiatives and policy instruments. The study employs a mixed-methods
design, incorporating quantitative metadata audits of FUTO’s FUTOSpace repository and NIRIS harvests, qualitative semi-
structured interviews with repository managers, librarians, NgREN technical leads, and policy stakeholders, as well as
document analysis of institutional OER policy compliance and metadata practices. The quantitative backbone includes
metadata quality metrics (Dublin Core completeness, persistent identifier adoption, licensing metadata), repository
throughput, and identity-federation adoption indicators. Thematic analysis of interviews reveals institutional barriers
(technical, legal, capacity) and facilitators (policy alignment, network services). Initial findings indicate that federated
aggregation via NIRIS markedly enhances discoverability and the potential for cross-institutional citation; however,
sustainability is contingent upon standardized metadata practices, institutionalincentives for OER deposit, and an integrated
identity federation for authenticated access and contributor attribution. We finish by suggesting an operational plan for
expanding a federated national Open Science framework. This plan includes policy recommendations, a technical reference
architecture, capacity-building modules, and pathways for EU-Africa partnerships that connect digital transition goals with
priorities for green and sustainable research infrastructure. The proposed framework directly supports CIDRA's theme by
showing how digital integration (federated repositories, identity, and FAIR-compliant data) can help research in Africa and
Europe work together and share knowledge in a way that lasts.

Keywords: Open Science, FAIR, Federated Repositories, OER, NGREN, NIRIS, Institutional Repositories.
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Full Title

Climate Change and Agricultural Output Growth: Okuneye Babatunde; Adewale N.

This study examines the impact of climate change on agricultural output growth in selected Sub-Saharan African (SSA)
countries from 1991 to 2022, a region where agriculture remains central to livelihoods and economic stability but is
increasingly vulnerable to climatic variability. Recognising the interconnectedness of environmental and economic systems,
the paper situates its analysis within the broader discourse on sustainable development and climate resilience in SSA, which
is one of the key thematic concerns of the Centre for International Development and Research in Africa (CIDRA). To capture
the complex dynamics among climate, inputs, and output, the study employs second-generation econometric techniques
that account for cross-sectional dependence and structural heterogeneity, including the Augmented Mean Group (AMG)
estimator, the Common Correlated Effects Mean Group (CCEMG) estimator, and the Dumitrescu—-Hurlin panel causality test.
These advanced methods ensure robust and reliable inferences across the heterogeneous panel of countries examined. The
empirical findings reveal that both precipitation and temperature exert statistically significant effects on agricultural output.
Specifically, variations in rainfall and temperature levels directly influence crop productivity and output growth, confirming
the sensitivity of the agricultural sector to climatic fluctuations. The causality results further demonstrate a bidirectional
causal relationship between climate change indicators and agricultural output, indicating that while climate change drives
agricultural performance, changes in agricultural activity can, in turn, influence environmental conditions through land-use
patterns and resource utilisation. In addition, the study identifies positive and significant associations between fertilizer
consumption, agricultural labour participation, and agricultural land expansion, highlighting their crucial roles in sustaining
and enhancing agricultural productivity. These results underscore the multifactorial nature of agricultural growth in SSA,
where climatic, institutional, and input-related factors interact in complex ways. The policy implications are profound. The
study advocates for evidence-based, climate-resilient agricultural strategies that integrate sustainable water resource
management, precision agriculture, and efficient fertilizer application. It also emphasises the need for institutional reforms
and investment in rural labour productivity to strengthen adaptive capacity. By articulating the bidirectional and
multidimensional links between climate dynamics and agricultural performance, the paper contributes to CIDRA’s thematic
agenda on resilience, inclusive growth, and sustainable resource management in Sub-Saharan Africa.
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Keywords: Precipitation, Temperature, Agricultural output, Fertilizer, Agricultural land.
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Financing sustainable development, the effectiveness of public-private partnerships in financing development
projects in Africa: Mukengere Ntakalalwa

The DRC's forests and peatlands are home to incredible biodiversity and store vast carbon resources. Its peatlands are former
swamps and rich wetlands that sequester 30 gigatons of carbon, equivalent to more than three years of global carbon
emissions. The DRC, which is home to approximately 120,000 km2 of peatlands, plays a major role in safeguarding these
areas. The World Bank estimates that the DRC has the potential to generate an estimated value of between $223 billion and
$398 billion annually from stored carbon and associated ecosystem services. For every dollar invested today in landscape
and forest restoration, the DRC is expected to generate $15 in benefits by 2050. DRC residents rely on low-productivity
agriculture for their subsistence and charcoal as their primary energy source, while extractive sectors destroy forests with
little development impact. Continuing the current economy, combined with a population expected to double in the next 25
years, will exponentially increase pressure on nature while failing to ensure sustainable development for the DRC's
population. In the Congolese context, the new economy refers to the transformation of natural resources and economic
diversification, particularly in the climate sector. This approach aims to maximize national profits from exploitation. From
now on, the DRC must transform the materials produced internally, notably copper, cobalt, lithium, etc., so that they are
profitable for nationals. It has been verified since then that the country only benefits from practically 3% of the return on
market value and the others benefit from 97% because the country simply exploits the materials in their raw state. This study
aims to propose solutions to enable the DRC to diversify its production sectors. Climate action must therefore address
internal and external challenges to sustainable economic development, as solidarity between nations must take into account
the principle of responsibility towards our respective populations and the requirements of community development. It is
therefore necessary to support the Congolese private sector so that it truly benefits from the carbon market. A mixed
approach integrating qualitative and quantitative methods will be used to achieve the objectives of this study. Contribution
of the document to CIDRA's themes This research will allow us to exchange with colleagues from all walks of life and propose
possible solutions to the problems facing the DRC, in particular, and the world in general.

THEME: Regional and Transregional Dimensions in Law and Policymaking
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Full Title

Regional Courts as Laboratories of Multilateralism: A Comparative Analysis of the African Court on Human and
Peoples’ Rights and the European Court of Human Rights: Papadopoulou, Lina

The background of this research lies in the crisis of multilateralism, marked by the proliferation of bilateral agreements that
often reproduce hierarchical or “imperial” power dynamics. Against this backdrop, regional courts serve as microcosms of
multilateral experimentation — spaces where norms are collectively negotiated, sovereignty is shared, and national interests
are reconciled with supranational legal obligations. The functioning of regional human rights courts offers a valuable lens
through which to examine the challenges and possibilities of multilateral governance in a world increasingly characterized by
the resurgence of bilateralism. The aim of this paper is to investigate how the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights
(AfCHPR) and the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) embody distinct models of regional multilateralism. The AfCHPR
and ECtHR exemplify two different trajectories: the African Court operates in a developing, politically diverse context, seeking
to consolidate human rights protection within the African Union’s evolving institutional framework, while the European Court
represents a mature, deeply institutionalized model of judicial multilateralism under the Council of Europe. By comparing
their institutional structures, jurisprudence, and political environments, the study explores how these courts both reflect and
shape broader patterns of multilateral cooperation and legitimacy in international law. The objectives of the paper are
fourfold: first, to assess how multilateral judicial frameworks can counteract the rise of fragmented, bilateral relations
dominated by powerful states; second, to identify mechanisms that can enhance the authority and cooperation of such
multilateral institutions; third, to evaluate the role of regional organizations in fostering multilateral dialogue through judicial
means and how strong law is(not) in this framework. A central argument in the paper is that regional human rights courts are
not only legal mechanisms but also political instruments of multilateral renewal. The comparison between the African and
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European model highlights how differing historical and institutional contexts shape the capacity of regional organizations to
resist fragmentation, promote cooperation, and reimagine global governance from the ground up.

The methodology combines comparative institutional analysis and jurisprudential examination. The research will analyze
landmark decisions, using them as case studies to evaluate each court’s interaction with state sovereignty, compliance
patterns, and regional political dynamics.

Keywords: Regional Courts, Laboratory of Multilateralism, Human rights, Bilateral agreements, Multilateral experimentation, Judicial
multilateralism
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The Decentralization of Renewable Energy Production in the Moroccan and European Legal Systems. Ideas for
Improvement and Cooperation through Comparison: Maglione, Tommaso Maria

According to the African Union Commission for Infrastructure and Energy, Morocco is the leading African country in terms of
energy production from renewable sources. This is due to significant investments in renewable energy infrastructure, such
asthe Noor Ouarzazate complex (the world’s largest concentrated solar power plant (CSP)). Morocco has greatly accelerated
its transition to renewable energy, thanks in part to the production of energy from simple photovoltaic panels, which has been
instrumental in the electrification of rural areas, enabling an electrification rate of 99.87% to be achieved, and which is now
commonly used in residential areas throughout the country. Despite this, it seems that there is a considerable need to
implement the simplicity and speed of the administrative procedures provided for by the relevant legislation. The paper aims
to analyze, using a comparative method (comparing the Moroccan legal system, in the field of energy production from
renewable sources, with the European one) , the possibilities for improving the laws relating to the development of small-
scale renewable energy production plants connected to the distribution network in Morocco. These plants will play a key role
in the networks of the future, as they reduce network losses in transmission and distribution, increase network stability and
security, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The influence of the rules governing the European Union’s internal market
may be of fundamental importance in the development of this area. The European regulatory framework can be taken as an
example for introducing institutions aimed not only at increasing energy production from renewable sources, but also at
reducing energy poverty (Renewable Energy Communities (REC). Furthermore, by enabling an increase in energy production,
RECs would allow energy production from large Moroccan concentrated solar power plants to be shared in a common
regional energy market. This would reduce North Africa’s dependence on foreign energy resources and the phenomenon of
energy poverty, increasing the energy sovereignty of the entire region. The performance of a solar power plantis closely linked
to the characteristics of solar radiation in a specific location; Morocco is located in a region with high solar potential. The
paper also aims to analyze how, through investments by neighbouring Euro-Mediterranean countries in the CSP sector (in a
region with high solar potential such as Morocco), it is possible to create a common energy market with low economic and
environmental costs. Through the implementation of institutions such as CERs, self-consumption and common self-
consumption in the North African state, residents could obtain energy from renewable sources at a very low cost (indirectly
increasing their income) and the energy produced through CSP could be sold to European states that do not enjoy solar
radiation comparable to that of Morocco.

Keywords: Renewable Energy, Energy production, Energy infrastructure, Energy poverty, Energy sovereignty, Solar power
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Prospects for Optimized Integration in the Implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA):
Fidele, Etoyi Esela

Regional integration has been one of the major aspects of African international relations since 1960, a year that symbolizes
the wave of African independence. It is clear that one of the key strategies enabling Africa to transform and develop itself,
moving from a continent typically made up of a large number of least developed countries to a strong, united continent of
developed countries and a force on the world stage, remains economic integration. By expanding the economic space of the
African region to achieve economies of scale in production and trade, it is possible to optimize the well-being of Africans. It
is in this vein that the adoption in March 2018 of the treaty establishing the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)
marks a decisive step in the process of creating the African Economic Community. However, the creation of the AfCFTA risks
leaving Africa stuck in a rut if certain challenges are not addressed or overcome, as several reports on the state of regional
integration in Africa indicate. In general, countries do not have sufficient industrial capacity to bring a diverse range of
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products to regional markets. Transaction costs in Africa are generally high, partly due to a lack of infrastructure and repetitive
border procedures. For optimal integration, this reflection highlights the need to support, on an epistemological level, the
idea of a paradigm shift in regional integration in Africa in view of the persistence of underdevelopment and poverty on the
continent. Itis therefore suggested that Africa should build its integration on the basis of local realities. In line with this logic,
it will be possible to build roads connecting Africa itself, promote African capitalists, build a state based on African values,
invest in the production of tropical products, etc. This stance will give Africa an economic identity on the world stage and
enable it to identify the goods and services it can offer Europe in a more balanced approach. Basing African integration on
tropicalized production promises a profitable future for Africa-Europe cooperation, which is focused on common objectives
such as security, sustainable economic development, ecological transition, and digital transformation. Using a hypothetical-
deductive approach, the documentary method was capitalized on during the data collection phase. Content analysis,
systemic and actionist methods were used for data processing.

Keywords: Regional integration, State, African capital, tropical products, Europe-Africa cooperation, AfCFTA
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An Infrastructure for Pan-African Financial Integration: Opportunities and Critical Aspects: Masini, Fabio; Nania,
Albertina

The African continent is characterized by several experiments of financial and monetary integration. Some of them are
complementary, others overlap. A rationalization of such agreements, most of which have failed to deliver effective financial
assistance and stability in times of major crisis, would represent a gain under many respects. The aim of this paper is to
explore the opportunities and critical aspects for the establishment of a pan-African monetary and financial infrastructure
serving as a stabilizing mechanism for the African economies, to be implemented within the only existing pan-African
institution: the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). The paper suggests that in the current fragmented geopolitical
context, this might be an effective move to stabilize the African economies and restore confidence in long-term growth and
contribute to the establishment of a multipolar global governance.
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Full Title

Role of European Union in Trade Finance in Intra-African Trade under AFCTA: Ngunjiri, Ndirangu; Kamau, Anthony
Warunyua

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is an initiative whose object is to eliminate the barriers to trade within the
continent. The aim is to help resolve the concerns of multiple and sometimes overlapping memberships to the different
regional agreements and allow universality across the continent. This architecture however comes short in eliminating all the
barriers which therefore give credence to our resolve to project incremental review on trade finance as a way of mitigation.
One of the barriers with significant implication on this initiative’s effectiveness and impact is the cross-border payment
effectiveness considering the various intervening and sometimes negating dynamics like differences in the legal ecosystem,
language, cultural differences and psychic distance among others. This study investigates the evolving landscape of intra-
African trade, focusing on the transformative roles of trade finance and digital solutions under the AfCFTA, addressing the
core question: How do these factors influence intra-African trade and what are the associated challenges? Using panel data
from 2018-2023, fixed-effects models analyzed drivers of trade volume and payment efficiency. Key findings reveal the
AfCFTA's significant positive impact on trade. Increased PAPSS transaction 2 volume (a 1% rise linked to a 0.15% trade
increase) and more participating financial institutions significantly drove trade, further supported by improved cross-border
payment efficiency. Regarding efficiency itself, PAPSS transaction volume was a potent driver (1% increase linked to 0.18%
efficiency gain), alongside financial development and internet penetration. This research provides early empirical
quantification of AfCFTA and PAPSS impacts, suggesting the urgent policy need for accelerated digital infrastructure
investment and robust PAPSS adoption to fully realize intra-African trade potential.

Keywords: AfCFTA, Trade Finance, Barriers, International trade, blockchain technology, Pan African payment settlement system
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Ethiopia’s Growing Demand for Maritime Access and Its Implications to Peace in the Horn of Africa: Wakjira, Ketema;
Ayele, Zemelak

Ethiopia is located on the Horn of Africa, close to the Red Sea, which is a strategic sea route. It had maritime access to the
Red Sea until Eritrea's independence in 1994. Ethiopia is now the largest and most populous landlocked country in the world
which has been experiencing economic, security and geopolitical vulnerabilities after having lost its maritime access. In the
past two and half decades, it accepted its fate as a landlocked country and worked on managing the economic and security
challenges emanating fromits land lockedness. However, the current prosperity regime is increasingly pushing that perennial
agenda of securing access to the Red Sea; and the key leaders of the regime particularly tend to claim that Ethiopia lost its
access to the Red Sea through a dubious legal and political process, and it must regain it by any means. This unprecedented
demand for access to the Red Sea have apparently made the neighbouring coastal countries nervous, especially Eritrea and
Somalia. Many expect that any time now, a war will break out between Eritrea and Ethiopia. A conflict between Ethiopia and
its neighbouring countries over the Red Sea will have serious repercussions not only for the Horn but also for the entire world
inasmuch as the Red Sea is a strategic sea route through which over 15 percent of global maritime trade and 30 percent of
global container traffic passes. All major economic powers, including the US, China, France, the UAE, Turkey, Germany and
Italy, have military bases in the region. Besides, Eritrea and Somalia are actively seeking to establish a military alliance with
Egypt, Ethiopia’s historical foe, and Turkey to repel a potentialinvasion by Ethiopia. Consequently, the paper aims to examine
the imperatives for and predicaments of Ethiopia’s quest for maritime access critically, its links with the IGAD region
peacebuilding, and the implications for EU relations with this subregion. To achieve this, the study will predominantly follow
a qualitative research approach. In addition to intensive review of published and unpublished materials (printed or online
ones), key informant interviews will be conducted with purposively selected officials, experts and academicians drawn from
relevant Ethiopian institutions, IGAD, AU, EU and embassies. The data gathered will be analysed thematically and
discursively. In this way, this study will contribute to the strategic collaboration on issues of maritime and regional peace
between Africa and the EU, which in turn fits to thematic focus of the CIDRA project while advocating for strengthening
regional integration and cooperation between the two continents. We contend that a research agenda that addresses
maritime issues in the conflict-ridden Horn region of Africa will not only promote regional peacebuilding but also reduce the
detrimental effects of the flow of migrants and refugees to Europe.

Keywords: Maritime Access, Landlocked countries, Economic security, Geopolitical vulnerabilities, Region peacebuilding, Regional
integration, Regional, cooperation
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The Socio-Economic Impact of Migration Policies in the East African Community: Mwangu, Alex Ronald; Mutenyi,
Petronilla; Gwambene, Brown

Migration within the East African Community (EAC) has become a defining feature of regional integration and economic
transformation. This paper examines how migration policies across EAC member states influence socio-economic outcomes
such as employment, investment, remittances, and human capital mobility. Drawing on a mixed-methods approach that
combines policy analysis, interviews with key stakeholders, and regional data review, the study evaluates the implementation
of the EAC Common Market Protocol and related frameworks governing the free movement of persons. Findings reveal that
although EAC countries have adopted progressive migration instruments, implementation remains uneven due to policy
incoherence, absence of data on migration trends and patterns, administrative bottlenecks, and limited institutional
capacity. More open and facilitative migration environments particularly in Rwanda and Kenya have contributed to increased
labor mobility, innovation, and private sector dynamism. Conversely, restrictive practices and slow policy harmonization in
other member states have constrained the potential socio-economic benefits of regional migration. This paper argues that
aligning migration governance with the EAC’s broader development agenda is essential for achieving inclusive growth and
sustainable integration. It recommends stronger regional coordination, improved migration data systems, and the adoption
of rights-based and development-oriented policies that enhance the mobility of labor and skills within the region.

Keywords: Migration policies, East African Community, socio-economic development, labor mobility, regional integration
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The Double Standard of European Humanitarianism: The EU’s Asylum Policy Toward Africa: Manolescu, Raisa Milena
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Over the course of the last decade, public opinion in the Member States of the European Union regarding the status of
refugees and asylum seekers has become visibly increasingly divided, reflecting new social challenges that have emerged
within the EU’s area of freedom, security, and justice. The debates surrounding this subject have been shaped by the abrupt
increase in the number of refugees beginning in 2015, by the growing influence of far-right parties within the political
configuration of the Member States, as well as by multiple failures of the asylum system concerning the respect for and
promotion of fundamental human rights. Nevertheless, an essential aspect of this topic, which often does not receive public
attention proportionate to its scope and relevance, is the relationship between the EU and Africa in the field of asylum. This
dynamic is often viewed through a Eurocentric lens, which overlooks the particularities of certain African states or regions in
the field of asylum and reflects a power imbalance between the two continents. In this regard, the present paper aims to
explore the Union’s asylum policy in Africa and its impact on the two spaces. From a methodological perspective, the
research employs a qualitative approach, grounded in documentary and comparative analysis of relevant policies and legal
instruments. Through this methodology, the study seeks to identify the contradictions between the EU’s value-based
discourse and the concrete practices of migration and asylum management, while proposing reform directions grounded in
the respect of fundamental rights. It is important to mention that the present paper will underline the particularities of the EU
— Africa relationship by referring primarily to the North and North-West of the African continent, more precisely the Maghreb
region and Sub-Saharan Africa. However, it should not be overlooked that asylum seekers and refugees from these states are
not necessarily their citizens, since the socio-political realities within the African continent have created a diverse and
heterogeneous landscape from this perspective. Therefore, on the basis of the coordinates set out above, the present paper
aims to explore the mechanisms behind the normative transformations in the field of asylum, as well as the manner in which
these leave their imprint on asylum seekers and refugees from Africa. This complex endeavor is guided by the following
fundamental question: to what extentis the European Union’s asylum policy with regard to Africa, along with its humanitarian
undertones, truly aligned with its fundamental values, among which are human dignity, the promotion of human rights, and
freedom?

Keywords: European Union asylum policy, EU - Africa relations, Refugees and asylum seekers, Fundamental human rights, Migration
governance
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Critical Success Factors for Humanitarian Logistics: An Empirical Analysis in Nigeria: Abdelaziz, Fouad Ben; Mendy,
Tony; Kongbuamai, Nattapan; Yamsa-ard, Samatthachai

This study addresses a critical research gap regarding the operational-level Critical Success Factors (CSFs) that determine
the success of "last mile" humanitarian logistics (HL) in complex environments like Nigeria. Employing a quantitative, cross-
sectional survey design, data was collected from 276 operational-level practitioners from NGOs, UN bodies, and government
agencies. Stepwise multiple linear regression was used to analyze the impact of eight potential CSFs (including speed of
delivery, information sharing, and security) on overall logistics performance. The analysis yielded a significant model (R* =
0.624), revealing that only three of the eight CSFs had a significant positive impact on performance: quality and availability of
relief items (B = 0.412), cost efficiency (B = 0.354), and security of relief items (B = 0.287). Factors such as speed of delivery
and information sharing were not found to be statistically significant predictors in this context. Based on these empirical
results, key policy recommendations are to (1) prioritize robust supply chain management to ensure the integrity and
availability of quality aid, (2) enforce "value for money" frameworks through shared logistics and pooled procurement, and (3)
integrate security as a core component of logistics planning, including risk management and advocating for safe
humanitarian corridors. The study is subject to several limitations that must be acknowledged. The use of a purposive (non-
probability) sampling technique limits the generalizability of the findings. Furthermore, the study relied on self-reported,
perceptual data for measuring performance rather than objective operational metrics, introducing potential respondent bias.
Finally, as a single-country study focused on a region with complex security challenges, the findings may not be directly
applicable to all other humanitarian contexts.

Keywords: Humanitarian Logistics, Critical Success Factors, Regression Analysis.
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Navigating Shelter Challenges: A Comprehensive Study of IDP Sheltering in Mekelle, Tigray Region: Fissuh, Musse
Desta; Giofre' Francesca

The warinTigray, Ethiopia, has resulted in large-scale internal displacement, forcing thousands of people into prolonged and
inadequate living conditions. Since November 2020, a range of shelter typologies, including schools, health centres, public
buildings, industrial warehouses and purpose-built camps have been implemented as emergency responses. This study
critically examines the spatial and functional performance of these shelter forms and assesses their capacity to address the
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realities of protracted displacement. The research is based on semi-structured interviews with 21 internally displaced
persons and three stakeholders, site visits to 13 IDP centres, and secondary data from municipal authorities and
humanitarian organizations. The findings reveal that shelter challenges extend beyond material scarcity and are deeply
shaped by political instability, land disputes, repeated displacement, and restrictions on fuel, cash and construction
materials. The absence of emergency preparedness frameworks and context-specific planning guidelines led to
spontaneous shelter occupation, inadequate adaptation of public buildings, particularly schools, and the establishment of
peripheral relocation camps with limited service access. An in-depth comparative analysis of three case studies, Adiha
Secondary School, Quiha Manufacturing Site and Seb’a Care 4 Relocation Camp, highlights structural shortcomings in site
selection, planning, materiality and cultural responsiveness. Collective centres are characterised by severe overcrowding,
health risks and lack of privacy, while relocation camps suffer from infrastructural deficits, limited livelihood access and poor
climatic performance. Across all typologies, insufficient consideration of everyday practices, particularly cooking and
domestic spatial organization, undermines safety and long-term liveability. By foregrounding lived spatial experiences, the
paper contributes to ongoing debates on humanitarian standardisation and the transition from emergency shelter to durable
settlement strategies, contending that the shortcomings of shelter responses in Mekelle are not primarily technical but
systemic, arising from the absence of context-sensitive planning frameworks and pre-identified strategies for urban
integration.

Keywords: Internal displacement; IDP camps; Collective centres; Shelter design; Protracted displacement; Tigray conflict
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The Regional Impact of Transport Infrastructure: A Case Study of the Samatar-Wajir Road in North Eastern Kenya: Ali,
Ali Adan; Albylwi, Fahad; Hamasi, Linnet H

Road infrastructure in marginalized areas is critical for socio-economic transformation, service access, and security. The
Samatar-Wajir Road Project, a key segment of a broader corridor in North Eastern Kenya funded by the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, aimed to transform connectivity in a region historically plagued by underdevelopment, poor transport systems,
food/income insecurity, and violent extremism. These physical difficulties have made adaptation and mitigation to climate
change nearly impossible. The Samatar-Wajir road was conceived as a critical link to regional economic centers, addressing
core developmental and security deficits. The evaluation was guided by the six core OECD-DAC criteria that is relevance,
coherence, effectiveness, efficiency, impact, and sustainability, using quantitative data derived from direct project
beneficiaries A quantitative survey, complemented by Focus Group Discussions and Key Informant Interviews, was
administered in a pilot test (N=15) entirely localized to Wajir County (73.3% male; 26.7% female; 80.0% living within 10 km of
the road), were mature working-age individuals, with 40.0% aged 31-45 years and 33.3% aged 46-60 years. The data analysis
reveals overwhelming success of the project in addressing critical needs (93.3%), 73.3% extremely relevant, and 93.3% the
right priority for the local communities, counties, region and horn of Africa (gateway to Ethiopia and Somalia) needs such as
inadequate transport infrastructure, regional underdevelopment, pervasive food and income insecurity, security concerns
and instability, crimes (banditry and violent extremism), lack of investment and is the right priority. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics (frequencies/percentages) to summarize stakeholder perceptions and inferential statistics (Pearson
correlation coefficient, r) to quantify the linear relationships between the composite OECD-DAC criteria scores. Descriptive
analysis validated the project’s Relevance (93.3% agreement on addressing a critical need) and indicated overwhelming
success. Effectiveness was confirmed by 93.3% belief in achieving main goals, which translated to significant Impact: 100%
reported improved household economic well-being, essential good delivery, and market access. However, a perceptual
weakness in Efficiency was noted, with 40.0% of respondents being neutral or disagreeing on completion timeliness.
Regarding Sustainability, confidence in long-term benefits was absolute (100%), yet a key concern emerged over local
institutions possessing low management capability (53.3% low/limited capability). Inferential analysis established
exceptionally strong positive correlations, most notably between Effectiveness and Impact (r = +0.98$) and Relevance and
Effectiveness (r=+0.93$). Efficiency exhibited the weakest link to outcomes (r \le +0.59 with Impact). The Samatar-Wajir Road
Projectis overwhelmingly perceived as a highly successfulintervention, demonstrating exemplary performance in Relevance,
Coherence, Effectiveness, and Impact. The strong statistical interdependence confirms that strategic alignment with critical
regional needs strongly drove high achievement and positive change. Recommendation: Future evaluations and
management strategies must prioritize solidifying Sustainability through clearer long-term maintenance funding and capacity
building for local institutions.

Keywords: OECD-DAC, Road Infrastructure, Project Evaluation, North Eastern Kenya, Relevance, Effectiveness, Impact, Correlation
Analysis, Samatar-Wajir
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The Struggle to Understand Marriage System from Both the Vantage Points of Europe and Africa: Insights from
Unmarried Wife and Parched Earth: Mdugala, Dickson

Foralongtime, Africa and other non-European continents have been made to understand various matters, including marriage
systems, from the Western point of view-the Eurocentric perspective only. Those writing from the Eurocentric perspective
have committed an epistemic violence by discrediting various African traditional practices, including the African traditional
marriage system-polygamy- while exalting the Western one-monogamy-in the name of God. Various African scholars and
literary authors are now writing back to resist the above intellectual hegemony and/or intellectual coloniality by the Western
world for the sake of situating Africa within the world and understanding the world from the vantage point of Africa too. This
practice can be alternatively be referred to as the practice of decolonizing the Western view of matters, especially, the
practice of viewing the Western traditional practices as the ideal while labelling the African ones as barbaric, primitive, and
savagery for the sake of attaining an epistemic mediation. This paper explores how Sitwala Imenda and Elieshi Lema are
struggling to contribute to an understanding of how various matters, including, marriage can be understood from both the
African and European vantage points through the use of prose fiction-novels, thus contributing to a sustainable and equitable
global order necessary for the creation of the mutual understanding of Africa and Europe and/or the creation of a multi-layer
cultural identity. The objective of the paper is just to illustrate that it is high time we understood various practices from both
the vantage points of Africa and Europe if Africa and Europe are to ever attain any meaningful and sustainable co-existence.
Decidedly, the paper aims at illustrating how the practice of understanding and institutionalizing marriage system from the
vantage point of Europe only has variously affected African men, women, and children, albeit women and children are the
most vulnerable group. The paper argues that there is a need to view things from both the African and European vantage
points considering that there is no any traditional practice which is completely self-contained-capable of being useful in all
contexts as well as the need for people to speak for themselves, and not to be spoken for. Using a decolonial approach ,the
paper employs a qualitative approach, particularly a pure textual analysis of the above two novels to show how the
understanding of marriage from the Eurocentric perspective only has resulted into a number of social problems on men,
women, and children. The paper mainly contributes to CIDRA theme titled “Intellectual Relationship and Educational
Challenges, although again it is capable of contributing to such other CIDRA themes as the first one, especially by responding
to questions(a); the third theme, especially responding to the question in an aspect (e); and the sixth thele, especially, by
responding to question (c).

Keywords: Marriage Systems, Parched earth, Epistemic violence, Traditional practices
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Cross-Border Education and Mobility of Somali Students in Kenya: A Human Capital and Borderlands Approach:
Mubarak, Abdiaziz

The Somalia—Kenya borderland region encompasses communities that depend on cross-border movement for schooling,
healthcare, and commerce. However, the flow of students from Somalia to Kenya for education remains poorly understood.
With a focus on Mandera County, this research investigates the motivations, journeys, and the experiences of Somali
students, especially those from the Gedo Region, who seek higher education in Kenya. This paper integrates Human Capital
Theory, Push-Pull Migration Theory, and Borderland Governance to illustrate the impact of institutional motivations and
security on local border customs and educational practices. In this study, a qualitative case-study approach is used alongside
light descriptive statistics. Its sources include: (i) semi-structured interviews with students, parents, teachers, school
administrators, and county officials, (ii) two focus group interviews with students, and (iii) documentary analysis of school
policies on admission, examination and certification, and border governance. Hidden or mobile populations are reached
through purposive and snowball sampling. The study applies thematic coding alongside within-case pattern matching to link
micro-level choices with institutional rules and border frameworks at the meso level. Preliminary findings indicate that the
constrained education supply in southern Somalia, the distance to schools in Kenya, perceived educational credential value,
and the relative administrative stability in Mandera work in tandem to attract students from Somalia. Nevertheless, students
face multilayered barriers, including: language shift, economic fees and livelihood costs, documentation hurdles,
intermittent securitised mobility, and gatekeeping. This paper contends that these schooling pathways serve as 'learning
infrastructures' in the borderlands, where skill and aspiration accumulation occurs alongside the production of regionally
mobile credentials. Other policy considerations include the borderland students and regionally mobile residents, portable
documentation, recognized prior learning, targeted bursaries, and border-sensitive policies that enable legal educational
movement. Positioning education as a focal point in the debate about borderland livelihoods, the research enriches
arguments on governance, mobility, and human development in fragile contexts. It showcases how pragmatic, locally
negotiated cross-border frameworks.
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Keywords: Somali students, Mandera County, cross-border education, academic mobility, human capital, borderlands, migration
governance, Gedo Region.
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Reframing Constraints: Comparative Entrepreneurial Strategies Among Female Immigrants in Sweden: Zalkat,
Ghazal; Dos Santos, Luis Irgang; Falcao, Roberto; Barth, Henrik

Female immigrant entrepreneurship sits at the intersection of economic participation, social integration, and policymaking,
yet existing research often treats female immigrant entrepreneurs as a single, homogeneous group. This paper challenges
that assumption through a within-country comparative study of Middle Eastern and Brazilian female immigrant entrepreneurs
(FIEs) in Sweden. Drawing on 23 in-depth interviews and building on the Mixed Embeddedness framework enriched with
Intersectionality and Resourcefulness, the study examines how different cultural repertoires, migration trajectories, and
forms of embeddedness shape entrepreneurial strategies under shared institutional conditions. The study identifies six
strategic domains—entry models, cultural adaptation, financial strategies, customer engagement, logistical configurations,
and partnership formation—and finds two patterned strategic logics. Middle Eastern entrepreneurs tend to enact identity-
based resourcefulness, relying on cultural authenticity, community trust, family financing, and digital visibility to navigate
institutional exclusion. Brazilian entrepreneurs demonstrate market-based resourcefulness, characterized by immediate
B2C entry, hybridization of cultural offerings, proactive institutional prospecting, relational networking, and collaborative
ecosystem-building. These divergent practices demonstrate how intersectional identities structure access to resources and
legitimacy, while resourcefulness shapes the creative strategies FIEs use to navigate and transform constraints.
Methodologically, the study employs thematic analysis guided by intersectional and feminist orientations, ensuring
contextual sensitivity, reflexivity, and analytical rigor. By comparing two groups within a single national ecosystem, the study
isolates how variations in migration pathways, community density, and cultural distance shape entrepreneurial
strategizing—offering rare insight into within-country heterogeneity among immigrant women. The paper contributes to
CIDRA’s core themes in several ways. First, it advances debates on government policies and decision-making systems by
revealing how residency-linked funding rules, bureaucratic complexity, and uneven institutional access create differentiated
opportunity structures for immigrant women. Findings highlight the need for governance frameworks that strengthen
legitimacy, reduce administrative barriers, and acknowledge nonlinear entrepreneurial trajectories. Second, it informs
discussions on digital and green transitions, showing how FIEs leverage digital tools for visibility, market access, and
operational efficiency, thus contributing to regional digital transformation and integration. Third, the study engages with
migration, mobility, and regional stability, illustrating how migrant women’s entrepreneurship fosters socio-economic
participation, community resilience, and cross-cultural engagement within evolving Europe-Africa migration corridors.
Lastly, the analysis speaks to regionalism and global crises, as immigrant women’s strategies reveal how local
entrepreneurial ecosystems can be strengthened to enhance resilience, inclusion, and equitable participation in a shifting
European policy landscape. Overall, the study expands theoretical understanding of immigrant women’s entrepreneurship
and offers actionable insights for policymakers, ecosystem actors, and regional institutions seeking to promote inclusive,
multilateral, and sustainable economic development.

Keywords: Comparative entrepreneurial strategies, Female immigrants, Immigrant entrepreneurship, Brazilian female immigrant
entrepreneurs, Intersectionality, Resourcefulness
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Peace and Security process in Eastern DRC: What contribution does the Multiple Membership in Regional
organisations make? Vital, Murhula Iragi; Florent, Munenge Mudage

Due to its geographical location and for historical, political, economic, and security reasons, the Democratic Republic of
Congo is a member of sub-regional organizations in Central, Southern, and East Africa. This reality is not unique to the DRC
butis rather observable in several African States (G. Ngoie Tshibambe and A. Amani Byenda, 2017: 390), sometimes limiting
the capacities and cohesion of regional blocs in Africa rather than serving their effectiveness ( Liesl (Louw-Vaudran , 2022).
Between the multiplicity of approaches within African sub-regional organizations and the intertwining of geopolitical and
geoeconomic issues for both the organizations and their member states, the fundamental questions of peace and security
fail to achieve consensus (actions to be implemented, approaches, etc.) both between and within the organizations, leading
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torivalry or competition between them, instead of the complementary and subsidiarity relationships that should characterize
them (F. Munenge Mudage and V. Murhula Iragi, 2022: 51-54). The AFC/M23 crisis in the DRC has reignited the issue of peace
and security in eastern DRC. Several political, military, and diplomatic initiatives by international organizations of which the
DRC is a member have been launched to address the crisis, such as the AU at the African regional level and, particularly, the
EAC and SADC at the sub-regional level, which have undertaken interventions since the outbreak and intensification of the
crisis in 2024. However, these interventions have fostered a degree of rivalry between SADC and EAC, through divergences in
actions and approaches to be implemented both at the state level and within the organizations themselves. The regional
forces deployed inthe DRC under both SADC and EAC have been subject to the security, economic, and commercial interests
of the member states, which have overshadowed crisis resolution and the peace process in eastern DRC. This leads to two
key questions: How does the DRC's multiple membership in African organizations contribute to pacification and stability in
eastern DRC, and what are the challenges? How to reconcile the objectives of SADC and those of EAC in the face of the peace
and security process in eastern DRC? Employing a qualitative methodology supported by a geopolitical approach, this study
analyzes the challenges of pacifying eastern DRC in the face of DRC's multiple membership in regional organizations. This
analysis examines the constraints on implementing regionalized collective security, the limitations of internal dynamics in
addressing the crisis, highlighting the failure of the multilateral security approach long employed by the DRC, and the need
for security sovereignty to ensure peace, security, and stability in eastern DRC.

Keywords: Security process, Regional organisations, Sub-regional organizations, International organizations, Central, Southern, and East
Africa, EAC, SADC
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Security Governance in DRC under the Test of Imperialism: Pacifique, Makuta Mwambusa

Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo) remains a strategic zone marked by persistent and chronic insecurity,
manifested through the presence of armed groups and multiple external interferences. Beyond the military dimension, this
crisis unfolds through discourses and narratives that construct an artificial and subjective cartography of a supposedly
“unstable” and “ungovernable” territory — one that must be “reimagined” and exploited as a resource by imperialist powers.
The spatial, temporal, and analytical delineation of security issues often contrasts sharply with local knowledge and
contextual evidence that should underpin any effective security governance system. This constructivist approach produces
two major effects: first, it is based on false premises; second, it distorts both the management and security policies that
emerge from such representations. In their quest for legitimacy, external narratives that define and frame security needs and
responses tend to corrupt domestic governance practices, diverging from any ideal of realist geopolitical security
governance. The motivations underlying this cartographic authoritarianism echo those that once sustained colonial
domination in Africa and DR Congo. This study examines DR Congo’s security governance under the strain of imperialism by
analyzing the representations and narratives produced by the state, international organizations, regional powers, and local
actors. The critical approach adopted here demonstrates that such representations are not neutral: they legitimize external
interventions and undermine national sovereignty. Furthermore, the near absence of counter-discourses within civil society,
the intellectual elite, and even among governing authorities prevents the emergence of an endogenous security paradigm
capable of reinterpreting regional and international imperial logics. This dynamic creates both a dilemma and a trap for state
and non-state actors engaged in security governance, development policy, and humanitarian response. Ultimately, this study
sheds light on the power relations that shape security and sovereignty through a manipulated cartography—one that seeks
meaning or identity in a context of contested territoriality and competing geopolitical interests. By exposing how discourse
and mapping function as instruments of domination, it calls for a reconfiguration of security governance rooted in local
agency, epistemic autonomy, and the reaffirmation of national sovereignty.

Keywords: Security Governance, Imperialism, regional security, Civil societies, Territoriality, Geopolitical interests
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Crisis Management by the EU within the EAC and Intergovernmental Authorities on Development: Pacifique, Bakanga
Ntuali; Audry, Muke Zali; Florent, Munenge Mudage

This article analyzes the intervention of the European Union (EU) in the management of political crises in East Africa, in
partnership with the East African Community (DAC) and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD). It mobilizes
a theoretical framework inspired by institutional liberalism, focusing on prevention, mediation, stabilization and institutional
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reconstruction. The EU combines financial instruments, diplomatic tools, and regional partnerships to support governance
and resilience. IGAD has benefited from significant European supportin early warning and capacity building. The EAC remains
a key partner for regional integration and conflict prevention. Empirical cases also demonstrate the link between
development and security. These programs primarily target the structural causes of crises (displacement, conflict,
institutional fragility), sometimes appearing as emergency responses. The article highlights significant limitations :
insufficient internal coordination, misalignment between European priorities and local dynamics, and regional
fragmentation. It recommends strengthening regional ties through the European Community Action Council (ECAC) and the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), refining preventive instruments, and adapting action to local realities.
In this respect, the EU would benefit from reorienting its actions towards institutional strengthening, contextual
democratization, collective security, economic integration, and the mobilization of civil society.

Keywords: EU, IGAD, EAC, crisis management, regional cooperation, democratization, economic interdependence, institutional liberalism
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Sino-American Rivalry and the Future of Europe Africa Cooperation: Guerschom, Aganze Assumani; Adolphe, Amani
Byenda

Since China has increased its influence on the African continent, particularly through massive investments and significant
trade, the United States seems to be reconsidering its relations with Africa and is increasingly seeking to adopt a more
competitive approach towards China. The United States is also beginning to increase its investments, forge trade
partnerships, and become more involved in development financing. This strategic rivalry is part of an economic, political,
technological, and even military competition that is a continuation of a bipartisan issue that China is unwilling to back down
on, whether in Africa or elsewhere in the world. The rapid rise of these two powers is thus shaking up Europe's position in
Africa, a continent it once conquered and dominated and where it is considered a traditional partner. It is reported that
between 2007 and 2017, China dominated the United States in trade with the 55 countries of the African continent. While
trade totaled $58.65 billion, including $24 billion in imports from the United States to Africa and $34.6 billion in exports from
Africa to the United States, trade with China totaled US$157.3 billion, including US$97 billion in Chinese imports and US$60.3
billion in African exports®. In order to take advantage of this increasingly competitive diversity of partnerships, Africa and
Europe should consolidate policies aimed at facilitating a certain collective autonomy that will strengthen their capacity to
act in terms of choosing common policies in the context of development and strategic interaction with European partners.
To achieve this, Africa and Europe will need to focus on cooperation strategies aimed at strengthening the capacities of large
regional blocs that can boost economic dynamics capable of driving cooperation between Europe and Africa in the context
of China's presence and America's breakthrough. This demonstrates that the “Africa of States” will not be able to achieve
this “strategic autonomy” on its own without the effective participation of its traditional partner, Europe. On an
epistemological level, documentary and content analysis methods will be used to collect and interpret data. They will focus
primarily on qualitative aspects.

Keywords: Sino-American rivalry, collective autonomy, Europe-Africa cooperation
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Hot to Trot: United Strategy for Combating Hybrid Warfare Threats: Rajkumar, S.

Countries are progressively acknowledging the importance of new hybrid threats, leading to the reassessment of their
cohesive and amalgamation tactics. Africa has seen several prominent cyber threats in recent years, underscoring the
growing relevance of digital diplomacy. European intelligence agencies also raised alarms about a significantrise in incidents
of sabotage over the past year. Furthermore, a variety of warfare types has arisen, such as hybrid, cyber, economic, and
information warfare, along with the recently identified wetware warfare. To bolster defenses against the emerging threats

" Nato Tardieu, “Sino-American competition in Africa,” in Institute for Applied Geopolitical Studies, December 2019, p. 2, online at
https://www.institut-ega.org/l/la, accessed July 5, 2025.
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posed by neuro and digital weapons, nations in the EU and across Africa must unite and respond rapidly to these forms of
aggression. Thus, teamwork and trustworthiness play a critical role in avoiding future risks associated with zero-day
vulnerabilities. Establishing standardized security frameworks and protocols that encourage global collaboration and sharing
of information. Inthis paper, several earlier cases are examined that encompass a range of conflict facets tied to concerning
hybrid warfare, strategic cyber operations, espionage, acts of sabotage, propaganda, and campaigns aimed at shaping public
opinion, underscoring the essential necessity for strategic initiatives to protect institutional, economic, and political
resilience. This paper also explored the African and European collaboration to confront future warfare strategies involving
autonomous systems, unmanned vehicles, C4ISR excellence, and hybrid methods that unite technologies such as Al,
drones, and directed energy weapons, fusing traditional and modern tactics. Developing a deeper and more cooperative
relationship between African and European Regional Organizations will enhance a society resilient to challenges and is
essential for a sustainable future. The collaboration between African and European Regional Organizations will not only
invigorate their efforts to address contemporary hybrid threats and antagonistic entities, but also to broaden their
approaches beyond conventionaltactics, forging alliances and strategies to confronta more complex and evolving landscape
of threats.

Keywords: Threats; espionage; Hybrid Warfare; Strategic cooperation; wetware warfare
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SADC's intervention in the security crisis in the DRC in light of lessons learned from European Union missions:
Nyandwe, Assani

The European Union and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) have, at different times, conducted
peacekeeping missions in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The EU conducted operations such as EUFOR RD Congo,
EUSEC and EUPOL in the years 2003 to 2017, the SADC intervened militarily in 1998 and more recently with the SAMIDRC
Mission. At a time when part of the eastern DRC is currently occupied by the M23 rebellion, which should be neutralized by
this SADC force, the contribution will be situated in a context of comparative reflection on crisis management by regional
organizations and on the influence of European approaches on Africa.

Keywords: SADC, EUFOR, EUPOL, SAMIDRC Mission, Security crisis, European Union missions
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The European Union and Multilateralism in a New Geopolitical Era: Gonzalez-Orus, Jerénimo Maillo

The European Union has traditionally been a clear supporter of multilateralism. An issue that has been part of its DNA and
also at the core of its interests. A world with rules, with respect of the Rule of law and the international public order, has been
promoted and strongly defended by the EU and a game that the EU knew how to play, with more or less success. However,
we are now in a very different world in which multilateralism is losing presence and relevance. The Trump administration does
no longer support keys of multilateralism and prefers a world without rules or at least a world with other rules, basically
governed by more bilateralism and the will of the strongest actor. Some examples of this trend are the abandonment of the
Paris agreement and the goals of climate change reduction, a new system of custom duties and world trade or the elimination
of aid to development and funding for other important international bodies. Faced with these changes the European Union
has to react and readjust its position. This contribution will explore this reaction, focusing mainly (but not only) in trade as a
case study. Trade issues are more than ever related and interlinked with other topics such as resilience, security or even
broader or more political positions (environment, labour, human rights, regulatory levels and models, or even political
affinities). Trump’s changes in trade policy are also a good example of this new context. Due to the impossibility or strong
difficulties to move forward in multilateral institutions (WTO in trade) and the challenges due to the new context, the European
Union has started to use a mixed toolkit of multilateral initiatives (when possible), deepening of regional integration (with
adjustments of its traditional strategies), interregional and bilateral agreements and its potential to adopt unilateral
measures to defend its interests and face its vulnerabilities. The main objective of this contribution is to identify and develop
these new strategies and the new toolkit, as well as to assess its value and limits for the European Union, its relations with
other actors and its contribution to global governance.

Keywords: European Union, Multilateralism Geopolitics, Global governance, Paris agreement
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Africa-Europe Co-operation: The Role- of Regional Organisations-in-Addressing Global Crises: Mahuyu,Joburg
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This study investigates the role of Regional Organisations (ROs) in Africa-Europe cooperation regarding global crises:
pandemics, climate change, and economic shocks. Adopting a pragmatic mixed-methods approach, the research integrates
comparative case studies and in-depth interviews with econometric modelling. Panel data regressions with fixed effects
analysed 2020-2024 data from UN Comtrade, UNCTAD, and the World Bank to correlate regional integration indices [for
example, African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)], EU Single Market) with resilience indicators like Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth and Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) volatility. Findings reveal that while cooperation frameworks exist,
they remain asymmetrical. Although the EU’s crisis management offers valuable lessons, African ROs (SADC, ECOWAS,
IGAD) are constrained by fiscal deficits and sovereignty issues, limiting the adoption of &quot;hardware&quot; like solidarity
funds. However, quantitative analysis confirms that deeper regional economic integration significantly enhances resilience
against globalrecessions. The study concludes that effective crisis response requires shifting from donor-recipient dynamics
to structural partnerships. Key policy implications include establishing joint rapid response mechanisms, prioritising
investment in functional early warning systems over structural mimicry, and aligning EU Global Gateway investments with
AfCFTA trade corridors to maximise regional

resilience.
Keywords: Africa-Europe Co-operation, Regional organisations, AfCFTA, SADC, ECOWAS, regional integration
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Djibouti and Ethiopia: From Logistical Interdependence to Monetary Convergence: Nenovsky, Nikolay; Aman,
Moustapha

Structural and geopolitical changes in Africa are in full swing, including changes in the continent's monetary architecture.
The sustainability and future of the CFA Zone is being tested by the emergence of a new group of the Alliance of Sahel States
(Mali, Burkina-Faso and Niger - AES) that are forging paths to monetary independence. These paths are not clear, what are
the possible solutions, their advantages and disadvantages, what are the paths to reach the different monetary
configurations. The monetary regimes and financial systems of the zone are closely linked to democratic processes and the
new challenge - the environmental costs of investment. These are the main topics of the first session. In turn, the Horn of
Africa (Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia) is a paradoxical monetary space: crisscrossed by imperial rivalries, fragmented
by divergent colonial choices, but also a driving force for new experiments in the face of the challenges of dollarization and
regional integration. This session offers an analysis in two complementary axes: the historical legacies that have shaped the
region's monetary regimes and the contemporary dynamics that open the way to trajectories of recomposition and
convergence. These are the main topics of the second session.

Keywords: Structural geopolitics, Logistical interdependence, Monetary convergence, Alliance of Sahel States, Horn of Africa

E@QEA] xIORYYGUI ¢cqRYUIYUGI ¢ HIJIKOEC UT 1Ot WH2 1 Rq! IORGc TG aIIUNIIY
Full Title

Analysis of the Cooperation Between the European Union (EU) and the Economic Community of the Great Lakes
Countries (CEPGL) in Addressing Peace and Security Challenges within Member States: Pacifique, Bakanga Ntuali;
Petro, Christian Salomon

The Economic Community of the Great Lakes Countries (CEPGL), composed of the DRC, Rwanda, and Burundi, is endowed
with significant natural wealth, including rich biodiversity, critical minerals, abundant water resources, and a growing
youthful population. Despite this potential for structural transformation and endogenous development, the region remains
marked by deep instability and poverty, with some of the world’s lowest Human Development Index (HDI) scores. This
situation stems from a pattern of chronic and systemic crises, driven by a combination of endogenous factors (identity-based
conflicts, poor governance, structural inequalities, demographic pressure) and exogenous influences (foreign interference,
geopolitical shocks, asymmetric globalization). The CEPGL operates in a post-Cold War environment marked by the
breakdown of the bipolar order, the rise of armed non-state actors, and the erosion of traditional state sovereignty. These
dynamics have created transnational zones of conflict and &quot;security entropy&quot; that elude conventional inter-state
regulatory mechanisms. The revival of the CEPGL in 2007, with the technical and financial support of the European Union
(EU), was part of a broader strategy for inclusive regional integration. It aimed to promote strengthened economic
cooperation, coordinated security governance, and democratic consolidation. This partnership was grounded in the
democratic peace theory, which posits that democratic regimes are less likely to engage in armed conflict with one another.
However, empirical evidence challenges this assumption: the region remains plagued by persistent tensions, particularly in
eastern DRC, marked by inter-state rivalries, mutual accusations of support to armed groups (such as the M23 and FDLR),
and internal authoritarian tendencies. The limited institutional capacity of the CEPGL, combined with a persistent lack of
political trust among its member states, constrains its effectiveness as a mechanism for peacebuilding, mediation, and
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regional integration. These shortcomings call for a critical reassessment of the EU-CEPGL partnership, not only in terms of
operational efficiency but also strategic coherence. It is essential to revisit the modalities of European support, strengthen
regional governance frameworks, and promote a preventive diplomacy grounded in inclusivity, transparency, and shared
responsibility. Revitalizing the CEPGL must be anchored in a redefined regional security architecture that reflects
contemporary geopolitical dynamics. In the framework of this article, it appears appropriate to adopt a qualitative approach
of an analytical and empirical nature, relying on methods such as documentary analysis, content analysis, interviews, and
direct observation, among others.

Keywords: Asymmetric globalization, EU-CEPGL, Security challenges, Institutional capacity, political trust
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Advancing Digital Governance in Public Health: Insights from Impact Evaluations and Program Monitoring in Kenya:
Omwomo, Edwin Onyango

Digital governance is increasingly recognized as a catalyst for efficient and transparent public health service delivery in low-
resource settings. This study examines the role of digital technologies in strengthening health systems in Kenya, drawing on
mixed-methods impact evaluations of subnational initiatives, including malaria vaccine pilots (Siaya County) and measles-
rubella vaccine vial optimization (Vihiga, Homa Bay, and Kiambu counties). Methodologically, the paper employs quasi-
experimental designs—difference-in-differences and interrupted time series analyses—paired with digital monitoring tools
(KoboToolbox, ODK) and analytics software (R, Stata). Findings demonstrate that digitized data systems improve real-time
decision-making, resource allocation, and accountability in health governance. The study further explores how digital
feedback loops enhance transparency, citizen engagement, and crisis responsiveness, particularly during vaccine shortages
or outbreaks. The discussion situates Kenya’s experiences within broader EU-Africa partnerships, highlighting scalable
strategies for digital governance amid infrastructural and political constraints. Practical recommendations emphasize
institutional capacity-building, inclusive policy design, and regional collaboration to advance health equity. By bridging
practitioner perspectives (from the author’s dual role as a monitoring and evaluation specialist and researcher) with scholarly
discourse, this paper contributes to interdisciplinary debates on digital transformation in African public health.

Keywords: Digital governance, Public health, Impact evaluation, Program monitoring, Digitized data systems
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Resilience by Design: Roles of Green Digital Infrastructure and Critical Mineral Stability of Future Health Systems
across Africa and Europe: Aka, Raya Emmanuell; Tefak, Nanfa Fatoumata; Sess, Agnimel Christian

The development of green and digital infrastructure in social sciences has led scholars to lately address the interdependence
between sustainability and macro-resilience. In economics, Foroughi applied this concept to health systems, having
absorptive mechanisms as the linchpin of resilience under exogenous shocks. A body of scholarship extended this route
adding environmental infrastructure indicators into health econometric resilience modeling and conveying how digitalization
considerably improves efficiency and continuity in essential health services. Unfortunately, this recent literature misses an
important theoretical blind spot: the effect of critical mineral unpredictability in altering economic sustainability of digital
infrastructures. As a preliminary alternative, Ahmad posited that the global green transition is severely extractive energy
intensive, and the OECD stressed that general price level volatility in copper, cobalt, and nickel may resonate via complete
value chains. Nevertheless, the effect of such volatility on the performance of global health structures has barely been
measured. We intend to close this empirical gap, bridging infrastructure instability in the green transition to health service
capacity in line with SDGs 7, 9, and 13. We constructed a balanced panel dataset covering 62 economies across the five
continents (2010-2024) from publicly accessible annual data sources. The dependent variable -health system absorptive
capacity is proxied by a UHC constructed index. Key independent parameters are renewable electricity share and digital
infrastructure maturity. Two innovative metrics, volatility-weighted mean copper price and annualized copper price volatility
were involved to estimate critical mineral vulnerability. We used a fixed-effects panel OLS controlling for country-specific
and temporal heterogeneity. The regression analysis over 2010-2024 in our model indicates that copper price volatility, not
short-run unpredictability, represents 36% of the fluctuation in stability-weighted price indices, stressing the structural
relevance of sustained mineral prices in altering digital health system resilience. Our work confirms copper price fragilizes
health service capacity, while renewable-powered ICT systems are likely to strengthen resilience. To African and European
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policy makers we recommend, primarily, the launch of an Africa-Europe Green Digital Infrastructure Alliance (GDIA) to
provide stability to health systems via renewable energy use. Second, international loans are to heed mineral instability
indices in modeling health resilience financing. Third, governments are encouraged to build regional digital-health tracking
systems connecting renewable energy data, ICT performance, and health service metrics to better predict systemic shocks.
Our work confirms copper price fragilizes affect health service capacity, while renewable-powered ICT systems are likely to
strengthen absorptive resilience. First, we invite Africa and Europe to launch an Africa-Europe Green Digital Infrastructure
Alliance (GDIA) to provide stability to health systems via renewable energy use. Second, international loans are to heed
mineral instability indices in modeling health resilience financing. Third, governments are encouraged to build efficient
regional digital-health tracking systems connecting renewable energy data, ICT performance, and health service metrics to
predict systemic shocks.

Keywords: Green Digital Infrastructure Alliance, Green digital infrastructure, Mineral stability, Health systems

fronYl IHYUYOGRHAKW W200YGaWUqtoec UT oo WHgqR21I0ONDY 2101 U¢c URIVIORUK Nl R
Full Title

Leveraging Al to Enhance Economic Development and Effective Governance in Africa: Adayilo, Danladi Moses;
Oyefolahan, Ishaq Oyebisi; Ndunagu, Juliana Ngozi; Otuya, Chinedu; Malcalm, Ebenezer; Twabu, Khanyisile

This paper examines the potential to use Artificial Intelligence (Al) to increase economic growth and efficiency of governance
in African countries. Even though the continent has a lot of potential to improve its development, the significant obstacles to
the full realisation of Al opportunities in Africa have been low levels of institutional capacity, ineffective technological
infrastructure, and ineffective governance. The key objective of the research is to investigate the enabling and limiting factors
affecting the adoption of Al in the governance and economic sector of the African continent as well as establish whether the
quality of governance moderates the impact of Al adoption to economic performance and service provision. The study
employed a mixed methods research approach involving both quantitative and qualitative design with a quasi-experimental
part and systematic review. The policymakers, ICT professionals, and business leaders of Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa, Egypt,
and Ghana, comprised the target population. Stratified random statistics were utilised to sample 600 individuals who
completed structured questionnaires and a purposive sampling of 30 specialists were chosen to participate in the in-depth
interviews. Expert review and pilot testing allowed good instrument validity with Cronbach > 0.80, and triangulation enhanced
reliability. Descriptive statistical analysis was carried out on quantitative data to assess the correlation and multiple
regression, while qualitative data were processed using thematic analysis in NVivo. The results showed that the use of Al
promotes a great level of productivity, transparency and effectiveness of governance, especially in the spheres of finance,
agriculture, and state administration. Enabling factors such as digital infrastructure, policy support, and capacity
development, whereas the constraints were lack of data and institutional inadequacies. The quality of governance was
identified to moderate the economic effect of Al in a positive way. The paper is novel to the extent that it recommends the
strategic Al-driven governance model connection between innovation adoption, institutional and economic performance.
The future of the theme should be to conduct longitudinal studies and comparative analysis in various parts of Africa to
observe the sustainability and long term socio-economic outcomes of Al adoption.

Keywords: Economic Growth, governance efficiency, Artificial intelligence, Africa, Digital transformation.
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Rewiring the Fiscal Anatomy of Health Aid: Building Blocks of the Donor and State Nexus: Sess, Agnimel

For over twenty years, the architecture of global health aid has consisted of bilateral dynamics to complex approaches of
programmatic performance-based financing (PBF)and conditionality mechanisms which have unfortunately failed to
consistently to provide sustained public investment in health and self-reliance that policy makers and international donors
had initially promoted. This paperis anchored within the Sustainable Development Goal 3 (SDG 3) framework on Good Health
and Well-Being; it unravels the effects of external aid structures in strengthening or degrading fiscal liability in health
investment. Regarding the conceptual framework, this work poses that domestic health expenditure is a function of the
dynamics of external fiscal pressures -observed via donor conditions and coordination-and the capacities of the internal
fiscal apparatus e.g. deficit management, debt service, economic Europe-Afrique convergence, regional integration and
governance effectiveness. Using an unbalanced panel of 124 developing economies spanning the period 2010-2021, this
paper models public health expenditure as a function of donor behavioral index and indicators (Health Aid Unpredictability
index (HAU), Health Prioritization Fragmentation indicator (HPFI), and Health Prioritization Coordination indicator (HPCI)), aid
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inflows, and key domestic conjunctural and institutional determinants. The empirical analysis uses a two-way fixed-effects
estimator along with country-clustered robust standard errors, adjusting for heteroskedasticity and serial correlation. The
Hausman specification tested for the robustness of the model, heteroskedasticity and following Cameron and Miller’s
analysis autocorrelation-consistent estimation, and sensitivity tests excluding outlier periods of the COVID-19 pandemic and
high aid flows

Keywords: Health Prioritization Fragmentation Indicators, Institutional determinants, Donor conditions, Health expenditure, Fiscal
anatomy, Health Aid Unpredictability Index.
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Accelerating AU-REC Interface: Ramontja, Naledi; Zondi, Siphamandla

Arising from the AU Constitutive Act of 2002 and the member states' decisions to accelerate integration, including the Sirte
Declaration of 1999, the Lusaka Declaration of 2001, and the Durban Declaration of 2002, the AU adopted the Protocol on
Relations between the African Union and the Regional Economic Communities (RECs). The aim was to both complete the
process of modernization of the integration process that began with the transition from the OAU to the AU, and secondly, to
formalize the process of integration of Africa towards an African Common Market. Indeed, studies have long shown that the
weak interface between the AU and the RECs has a negative effect on the integration of Africa. There are many barriers to
stronger coordination and harmony between the AU and RECs, and these undermine the development of a strong institutional
framework for the deep integration of African society and economy. Based on documentary data, this policy paper will
critically reflect on progress in the pursuit of the AU-REC interface with a view to suggesting ways in which this may be
improved and accelerated today.

Keywords: African Union, Regional Economic Communities, African integration, common market
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Unlocking Business Performance in the DRC: The Impact of Al Adoption: Ndatabaye, Ephrem Akilima; Koffi, Bubaka
Balagizi

Despite the rapid advancement and integration of IT technologies in businesses, research on the impact of Artificial
Intelligence adoption on business performance remains scarce, particularly in developing countries. As a result, it is still
unclear whether Artificial Intelligence adoption leads to improved business performance, and what specific conditions
facilitate or hinder this relationship. We draw from the case of businesses operating in Bukavu, within the Democratic
Republic of the Congo to address this gap. A mixed-methods approach was employed, integrating both quasi-experimental
quantitative and qualitative research designs. Quantitative data were collected from 500 businesses using a self-
administered questionnaire through three-lagged waves to minimize common method biases. Qualitative insights were
obtained from 20 selected businesses, 10 businesses that adopted Artificial Intelligence and 10 that did not. MS Excel and
SPSS were used for descriptive statistics. Partial Least Squares along with Smart PLS was used to estimate the relationships
between Al adoption, business performance, and the effects of control variables. Qualitative data were analyzed using NVivo
12 to uncover barriers and challenges associated with Artificial Intelligence adoption and use. The findings indicated that
Artificial Intelligence adoption was still in its early stages, with businesses employing automation tools, chatbots, and data
analytics. The study revealed a positive and significant impact of Artificial Intelligence adoption on business performance.
Key barriers to Artificial Intelligence adoption included limited information, a shortage of skilled personnel, high costs,
skepticism, and data security. The study highlights the need for improved access to Artificial Intelligence resources,
enhanced training, and increased collaboration among educational institutions, businesses, and government bodies to
foster effective Artificial Intelligence integration in the daily business operations.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Business Performance, Barriers, Al Adoption, Quasi-experimental design.
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Al Driven Model Predictive Control for Renewable Microgrids with Real-time Carbon Reduction: Adamu, Alhassan;
Sulaiman, Ja’afar Zangina; Suleiman, Muhammad Aliyu

The accelerated integration of renewable energy sources into modern power systems is essential to meeting global
decarbonization and sustainability objectives. However, decentralized microgrids in rural and peri-urban regions face major
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operationalchallenges. These challenges stem from demand-supply intermittency, resource uncertainty, and limited control
flexibility. Existing optimization techniques often focus solely on economic efficiency or reliability. As a result, they typically
neglect the dynamic carbon footprint caused by grid imports and local renewable use. This imbalance limits microgrids'
ability to achieve both energy security and real-time carbon mitigation. This paper proposes an artificial intelligence-driven
predictive control framework. Its goal is to minimize both operational costs and real-time carbon emissions in decentralized,
renewable-integrated microgrids. The framework combines multi-objective reinforcement learning and an Al-enhanced
model predictive control structure. This enables coordinated renewable generation, battery storage, controllable demand,
and grid exchange in a unified way. A hybrid naive-moving average model provides accurate short-term predictions for load
demand, renewable generation, and grid carbon intensity. The learning-based controller adapts to balance conflicting
objectives while respecting operational constraints. The principal contribution of this work lies in establishing a holistic
control paradigm that embeds carbon intensity as an explicit decision variable, thus linking microgrid operation with broader
climate objectives. Furthermore, the proposed framework introduces an adaptive coupling between reinforcement learning
and predictive control that enhances robustness under forecast uncertainty and varying operating conditions. Simulation
results demonstrate up to 11.8% reduction in operational cost, 2.4% improvement in renewable penetration, and 18.9%
decrease in carbon emissions compared with baseline control strategies. These outcomes confirm the efficacy of Al-driven
predictive control in advancing sustainable microgrid operation and present a scalable pathway toward intelligent, carbon-
aware energy systems aligned with net-zero goals.

Keywords: Artificial intelligence, carbon-aware optimization, decentralized microgrids, model predictive control, Sustainability.
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Governance of Natural Resources: Toward a New Paradigm for Optimizing National and Regional Integration in DRC:
Pacifique, Makuta Mwambusa

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo) possesses exceptional natural endowments—mineral, forest, energy, and
water resources—that could serve as a strategic lever for both national consolidation and regional integration. Since 2002,
successive governments have implemented significant legal and institutional reforms, including the Mining Code, the Forest
Code, and various frameworks for managing water and hydrocarbons. Yet, the governance of these resources remains
marred by predation, corruption, institutional fragility, and excessive centralization of power. This persistent governance
deficit sustains poverty, deepens socio-spatial inequalities, fuels internal tensions, and weakens regional integration efforts.
This study critically examines natural resource governance in DR Congo through the lens of a new optimization paradigm
rooted in endogenous knowledge systems, empirical realities, and socio-cultural dynamics. It departs from the observation
that conventional models—focused primarily on economic exploitation and framed within the logics of sustainable
development, participatory management, human rights, or environmental conservation—have largely failed to deliver
structural transformation. The Congolese economy remains heavily rent-based, highly vulnerable to global commodity price
fluctuations, and susceptible to state capture by politico-economic elites. Furthermore, mechanisms for redistributing
resource revenues are profoundly inequitable: producing provinces and local communities derive minimal benefits, thereby
reinforcing territorial disparities and, in certain cases, nurturing centrifugal or separatist tendencies. Faced with these
systemic dysfunctions, this analysis advocates a paradigmatic shift toward an integrated, inclusive, and sustainability-
oriented framework for resource governance. This renewed approach rests on four strategic pillars: Institutional
strengthening and anti-corruption reforms through contractual transparency, accountability, and the digitalization of
administrative procedures; Promotion of research, innovation, and local value addition to develop nationaland regionalvalue
chains; Effective participation of local communities and civil society in decision-making and management processes;
Enhanced cross-border cooperation to improve traceability, security, and mutual valorization of shared natural assets.
Within this conceptual framework, natural resource governance emerges as a strategic instrument for rebuilding economic
sovereignty, consolidating national unity, and deepening regional integration. This alternative paradigm seeks to transform
natural resources—long portrayed as a “curse”—into a catalyst for constructive interdependence, resilience, and shared
prosperity. Methodologically, the study employs a SWOT analysis (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats) to
evaluate the impact of existing governance frameworks on national cohesion and the country’s capacity for stable,
cooperative integration within regional blocs. Ultimately, it aims to demonstrate that optimizing natural resource governance
can function as a driver of global public goods—peace, security, and environmental sustainability—while fostering a durable
regional integration that transcends deterministic narratives of the resource curse.

Keywords: Natural Resources, Regional integration, Natural resource, Local communities, Civil societies, Governance
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Opening Hidden Treasures at UDSM Library: The Digitization of the Hans Cory Collection: Mfupe, Levina; Fiormonte,
Domenico; Kimaryo, Collin

The aim of this research project is to digitize selected items from Hans Corry Collection (HCC) at the University of Dar es
Salaam Library. Hans Cory (1888-1962) was a self-taught ethnographer and social anthropologist who settled permanently
in Tanganyika in 1926. Born originally in Vienna, Austria, and later naturalized as British subject, in 1943 he became
Sociologist to the Government of Tanganyika (Holdsworth 1968; Miller 1968). The Collection that bears his name contains
rare resources covering a wide range of subjects related to Tanganyika’s ethnic groups, including local administrative
documents and bylaws, but also personal correspondence and notebooks with bilingual hand-written poems (Kiswahili and
German). The materials we intend to digitize come in different formats (texts, photographs, figurines, drawings, paintings,
etc.), and present several epistemological, methodological and technical challenges (Attfield 2025; Harle 2014; Madore
2024). The collection is also a unique example of interdisciplinary and intercultural objects that can be investigated from
multiple perspectives: anthropology, ethnography, history, linguistics, political science, cultural studies, etc. In other words,
this rare collection is an essential resource for students, researchers and practitioners. The present access of the HCC is
confronted with several challenges including obscurity, Physical deterioration and limited access. With the emergence of
digital technologies, there is a growing recognition among university libraries to convert these fragile resources into electronic
resources, thereby enhancingtheir global accessibility and preservation. A survey conducted by IFLA/UNESCO on digitization
and preservation found that approximately two-thirds of the libraries and archives had established a research program for
digitization. This indicates the increasing significance of digitization in both facilitating access to and preserving library
materials (Gould and Ebdon, 1999). Therefore the digitization of the HCC will open up the cultural treasures kept in the
university of Dar es Salaam library.

Keywords: Digitization, Hans Cory Collection, Social anthropology, Library materials, Cultural treasures, Archives, Physical deterioration,
Digital technologies
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Accelerating Digitalization and Technological Innovation as Keys to Boosting Economic Growth in Africa: Ngunjiri,
Ndirangu

This paper addresses how relevant technological innovation and digitalization are to economic development in Africa.
Particularly, because of some of the specific peculiarities of the African continent, the rapid population growth and
underdeveloped infrastructure-digital technologies provide potential transformation. The growth of an African digitalization
processisimproving millions of lives and rapidly transforming the continent. Africa has a unique opportunity to become more
sustainable and drive economic growth by leveraging the better use of data, rather than relying on outdated technologies.
Digitalization transforms our everyday lives, our way of communication and information, as well as our relationships with
other people. Especially in African countries, digitalization is still under development and poses on the one hand risks,
challenges, and difficulties, on the other hand, opportunities, chances, and perspectives for users, providers, and politics.
High hopes for development lie in Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and their potential benefits for the
Global South. Digitalization has many benefits: It speeds up the spread of information, brings people closer together, creates
jobs, and makes societies more efficient. In this study, we investigate the role of digitalization and technological innovation
characteristics related to African economic development, in 45 African countries, a sample of 789 participants in public and
private sectors were selected from 2020 to 2023. Technological progress and economic growth inter-dependency were
analyzed in two steps. First, the relation was tested using the Augmented Dickey-Fuller method. Second, we estimated the
long-run relation between the variables by using Engel Granger and Error Correction models. A disaggregated analysis of the
types of usage reveals that two indicators, social media and the importance of ICTs to government vision, are significant for
growth. Results of regression analyses show that digitalization and technological innovation are positively related to Africa's
economic growth. Also, the results indicate that adopting technological innovation and digitizing the economy has the
potential to drive sustainable growth and development. This paper contributes to development theories on the role that ICT
plays in economic growth and development.

Keywords: Digitalization, Digital technology usage, Economic growth, Africa.
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The Influence of the EU Legislative Process in the Digital Sector on African Countries: Riccio, Giovanni Maria

This paper examines the extent and limits of regulatory convergence between African data protection frameworks and the
European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Al Act, focusing on some specific jurisdiction, trying to
highlight the major trends related to the influence of the European regulation on African countries. Through a doctrinal and
comparative analysis of selected provisions — e.g. principles of processing, lawful bases, data subject rights, enforcement
mechanisms, and cross-border data transfers —the study identifies areas of near-verbatim transposition alongside
significant divergences rooted in institutional, economic, and constitutional contexts. The findings suggest that while all the
jurisdictions tend to adopt GDPR-inspired language and structure, their regimes reflect differentiated models of adaptation,
revealing both the diffusion of European regulatory norms and the persistence of local legal and governance specificities.
This approach has not been followed in the case of the Al Act. In fact, the GDPR has exerted a profound and already tangible
influence on African legal systems, functioning as a global benchmark in the field of data protection. Its impact is primarily
driven by its well-established extraterritorial reach, which applies to entities processing personal data of individuals located
in the European Union, regardless of the controller’s or processor’s geographical location. This feature, combined with the
regulation’s advanced normative structure and robust enforcement mechanisms, has incentivized numerous African
countries to align their domestic legislation with GDPR standards. As a result, principles such as lawfulness, transparency,
accountability, and data subject rights have been widely incorporated into national frameworks, contributing to a process
often described as regulatory convergence or “Brussels Effect.” In this sense, the GDPR operates not only as a binding legal
instrument within the EU but also as a de facto global model, shaping legislative reforms beyond its formal jurisdiction. By
contrast, the influence of the Al Act remains, at present, more prospective and less direct. As a relatively recent regulatory
instrument, it introduces a risk-based approach to the governance of artificial intelligence systems, classifying applications
according to their potential impact on fundamental rights and safety. While the Al Act also contains elements of
extraterritorial applicability—extending to providers and users of Al systems that affect the EU market—its global influence
is still in an early stage of development. In the African context, its impact is primarily normative and anticipatory, informing
policy debates, strategic frameworks, and soft law initiatives rather than driving immediate legislative harmonization. A
further distinction lies in the level of institutional and regulatory preparedness required for effective implementation. The
GDPR builds upon a relatively mature and clearly delineated field—personal data protection—where many African countries
had already begun developing legal frameworks. In contrast, the Al Act addresses a more complex and rapidly evolving
technological domain, which poses significant challenges in terms of technical expertise, regulatory capacity, and
infrastructural readiness. Consequently, while the GDPR has catalyzed concrete legislative adoption across the continent,
the Al Actis more likely to influence African jurisdictions gradually, through policy diffusion, capacity-building initiatives, and
selective adaptation to local contexts.

Keywords: Artificial intelligence, Legislative Process, Al Act, GDPR standards, European regulatory norms
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Artificial Intelligence and Regional Integration: Abdulrahman, Salisu Mamman; Adamu, Alhassan; Hotoro, Maitama
Yusuf Abubakar; Abubakar, Bashir Salisu; Sulaiman, Kabiru Said

The adoption of Artificial Intelligence (Al) is gradually expanding across Africa although the level of development still differs
from one country to another. Some governments, universities and research centres have begun working on national Al
strategies and capacity-building programmes that will enhance the Al adoption. In many other places, progress is slower and
remains at a formative stage. Evidence from recent assessments of African Al ecosystems shows that interest is increasing,
but several long-standing constraints continue to shape the pace of development. These challenges include limited
computing resources, uneven broadband access, weak regulatory structures and shortages of trained personnel with
required Al expertise. Because of these limitations, Al applications in healthcare, agriculture, identity management and
financial services are emerging mainly in a few well-established hubs such as Lagos, Nairobi, Kigali and Cape Town. In
contrast, the European Union has developed more mature frameworks for Al governance, data protection and responsible
and trustworthy Al research. Long-term investment in regulation and research infrastructures has created opportunities for
cooperation with African institutions. This type of cooperation is not simply about transferring technology. It raises questions
about how both regions can jointly develop policies, strengthen skills and support practical applications. In this article we
intend to take this gap as an entry point and examines how Al can help deepen regional cooperation between Africa and the
EU, especially at a period when both regions are reassessing their approach to global technological change. The paper has
three aims. The first is to describe the current state of Al development in Africa using national strategies, policy documents
and examples from key innovation hubs. The second is to review ongoing Africa-EU collaborations such as Horizon Europe
and the Digital4dDevelopment Hub and assess how well they respond to African priorities. The third aim is to propose a
practical cooperation model that focuses on policy alignment, skills development and stronger support for African innovation
ecosystems. The study is based on qualitative analysis and uses examples from African digital health, agriculture and digital
identity projects. These cases help to illustrate uneven progress and the areas where cooperation could offer the most benefit.
In line with CIDRA themes, the paper contributes to discussions on regional policymaking, evidence-informed governance
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and digital transitions. It argues that a more deliberate approach to Al collaboration can support regional integration and offer
both Africa and Europe a more balanced way of responding to global technological shifts.

Keywords: Al Adoption, Governance Frameworks, Digital Innovation Ecosystems, Cross-Regional Cooperation.

THEME: Multilateralism in the Face of Bilateralism and Geopolitical Influence
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Strategic Waters and the Tensions between Bilateralism and Multilateralism: Tiirkiye’s Water: Schiavone, Luigi Carlo

Water is a strategic resource for both Turkiye and African nations, essential for agriculture, energy production, and human
development. As Turkiye intensifies its engagement in Africa’s water and infrastructure sectors, the legal and diplomatic
dimensions of hydro-cooperation become increasingly significant. Turkiye ’s water policy has undergone a transformation,
increasingly incorporating international cooperation through institutions such as the State Hydraulic Works (DSI) and the
Turkish Water Institute (SUEN). However, Turkiye’s rejection of the UN Watercourses Convention and its emphasis on benefit-
sharing reflect a strategic orientation toward bilateralism. This approach raises critical questions about the effectiveness of
multilateralism in managing transboundary water resources, particularly as Turkiye expands its investments in African water
infrastructure, including dams, irrigation systems, and water treatment facilities. In contrast, Africa’s water governance
landscape is inherently multilateral, shaped by the presence of 61 transboundary river basins. Regional organizations such
as the African Union (AU), the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), and the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) play pivotal roles in promoting cooperative water management, conflict prevention, and
sustainable development. These institutions rely on international legal norms and frameworks to facilitate integrated water
resource management across borders. The proposed paper investigates the evolving nature of Turkiye’s water diplomacy in
Africa, focusing on its preference for bilateral agreements and the implications this has for multilateral water governance
frameworks. Furthermore, having as a background the EU legal framework and its impact both on Tlrkiye and African States,
it critically examines the intersection of Turkiye’s bilateral approach with Africa’s multilateral governance structures,
assessing whether customary international law can serve as a bridge between these divergent strategies. Finally, it explores
how hydro-diplomacy can be leveraged as a tool for peacebuilding and sustainable development, particularly in regions
where water scarcity and transboundary tensions pose significant risks. By analyzing the legal instruments and diplomatic
strategies underpinning hydro-cooperation between Tlrkiye and African states, the study contributes to the broader
discourse on international water law and global governance. It highlights key challenges such as legal fragmentation,
sovereignty concerns, and the limited enforceability of bilateral agreements in complex transboundary contexts. Ultimately,
the paper argues for a more balanced and inclusive approach to water cooperation, able to harmonizes Turkiye’s strategic
interests with Africa’s multilateral needs, fostering equitable, resilient, and sustainable water governance across the
continent.

Keywords: Hydro-diplomacy, Water resource management, ECOWAS, SADC, AU, Multilateralism, Bilateralism
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The Issue of Returning African Artworks: Lessons to be learned from Fragmented Bilateral Agreements with Imperial
Power: Nabussongo, Water Wangunda K.

The cultural debate between African states and former European imperial powers over the restitution of works of art has been
the subject of much discussion in political, academic and social circles, both in bilateral and multilateral relations. These
works have been owned, preserved and considered as property and a source of income by Europeans for more than three
centuries, since their first contact with the African continent. In view of the political, symbolic, cultural, economic and legal
issues involved in the identity and memory claims for the restitution of works of art to their owners and creators prior to the
slave trade and European colonisation in Africa. This study aims to understand how the EU supports Member States in
matters relating to the restitution of African works of art. This thorny issue poisons relations between the two continents on
the subject of cultural property and universal heritage, the role of the restitution of works of art by imperial powers in the
reconstruction of African identity on the one hand, and on the other hand, the need for the EU to support and assist African
curators and African universities in the conservation of works of art through cooperation and capacity building. However,
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among the structural challenges plaguing African countries, some are linked to recurring and localised conflicts (vandalism
due to unrest during citizen protests and post-election clashes, looting, rebellions, terrorism and identity conflicts), the
consequences of which wreak havoc on art conservation sites and public buildings. For African countries, works of art
represent cultural sovereignty and identity. They also represent a collective memory and an intergenerational bridge for
African identity. The context of the study on the restitution of African artworks held by former European colonial powers is
one of the debates catalysing the future of Afro-European international relations, which is based on demands for historical
justice for African heritage. Beyond the initiatives to restitute African artworks, which are not perfectly coordinated and
should therefore require an effective multilateral and/or collective approach for greater success. Sixty-five years after
decolonisation, the report commissioned by President Emmanuel Macron, Sarr and Savoy in 2018 reignited the debate on
African awareness of the issue of cultural heritage, which in turn affects relations between the EU and African countries. In
terms of the methodology used to conduct this research, the qualitative, historical and legal approaches will enable us to
analyse the discursive aspect and the positions of the EU and African states, and to consult historical accounts and official
documents. This approach allows us to frame this study of works of art in the context of international humanitarian law while
focusing on conventions and the law of peoples' heritage. This research contributes to the debate on the restitution of works
of art to African countries by European imperial powers by emphasising postcolonial political and cultural relations. It offers
food for thought for African countries and the EU on the prerequisites that need to be met, particularly in terms of
infrastructure, human and financial resources, and the security of museums that need to be established before restitution
can take place.

Keywords: works of art, heritage, identity, cultural, restitution.
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Role of the BRICS+ and the Global South in Reshaping the Contemporary Multilateral Order Barbara Sacramento:
Belarra, Javier Porras.

This paper will examine the emerging role of the BRICS+ and the Global South in reshaping the contemporary multilateral
order, in tension (and potential balance) with post-war institutions such as the United Nations, the World Trade Organization
(WTO), and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The expansion of the BRICS bloc toward a BRICS+ format and the growing
articulation of Global South interests respond to an international context marked by the rise of strategic bilateral agreements,
geopolitical rivalry among major powers, and increasing questions regarding the legitimacy and representativeness of the
traditional multilateral system. The study aims to: a) analyze how multilateral frameworks can counter the advance of
fragmented, bilateral agreements that reinforce power asymmetries; b) identify institutional mechanisms to strengthen
international cooperation; c) evaluate the role of regional organizations such as the African Union (AU) and European
institutions in promoting multilateralism; d) examine the successes and limitations of these entities in shaping global
governance; and e) explore how decision-making hierarchies affect the efficiency and legitimacy of multilateral agreements.
Methodologically, the paper combines qualitative documentary analysis, comparative study of multilateral and regional
institutions, and a critical review of international relations literature on multipolarity, global governance, and political
economy. Case studies (including initiatives such as the Belt and Road Initiative, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank,
and the BRICS New Development Bank) are incorporated to observe concrete dynamics of South-South cooperation and their
implications for the global system. The main contribution lies in situating the role of the BRICS+ and the Global South within
contemporary debates on multilateralism versus bilateralism, highlighting both the democratizing potential of new actors
and the institutional and geopolitical challenges their emergence poses. The paper argues that although BRICS+ may serve
as a platform to counterbalance power structures inherited from the post-war era, its effectiveness will depend on its ability
to create inclusive norms, strengthen regional institutions, and promote transparent decision-making mechanisms. Aligned
with CIDRA’s central themes, the study provides a critical analysis of the transformation of the international system and the
real prospects for a more equitable multilateralism amid growing global strategic competition.

Keywords: Global strategic competition, Multilateral order, Global governance, Multipolarity
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Towards a Multilateral Global Order: The Promise and Limits of EU-China Soft Power in Africa: Sacramento, Barbara;
Simeao, José

Africa has become a crucial arena for shaping the future of the global order, where the European Union (EU) and China, the
continent’s most prominent external partners, each strive to expand their influence through soft power. The EU has promoted
a developmental and institutional model grounded in political conditionality, democracy promotion, and governance
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reforms. At the same time, China has positioned itself, through its rapid economic growth and principle of non-interference,
as an alternative for the Global South. This paper addresses a gap in the literature by exploring whether such soft power
competition can (i) enable each actor to deepen its influence with African partners and (ii) provide Africa with mechanisms
to improve its position in the international system. This analysis pursues two main objectives. First, it traces the evolution of
EU-China-Africa relations, highlighting how colonial legacies and geopolitical rivalries remain embedded in contemporary
mechanisms of power projection to this day. Second, it assesses whether multilateralism can counterbalance fragmented
bilateralism, with a particular focus on soft power initiatives aimed at strengthening collective African agency and promoting
cooperative international policies. The paper adopts a qualitative methodology, combining elements of historical
interpretation with a critical review of academic literature, documents, and reports. This approach not only allows for a
comparative assessment of EU and Chinese soft power strategies but also situates Africa’s experience within a broader
discussion on global governance. The paper makes a twofold contribution to soft power scholarship by (i) outlining its limits
when exercised through conditionality or economic dependency and (ii) understanding how Africa’s external relations
continue to be dominated by bilateral dynamics, even when presented in multilateral rhetoric. The paper concludes that
Africa must not be a passive actor amidst external strategies, as it is a critical example of whether a more inclusive and
balanced multilateral order can emerge. Keywords: African agency; EU-China-Africa relations; global governance;
multilateralism; soft power, Multilateral global order,
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Somalia’s Post-Conflict Recovery and Economic Reintegration: A Case Study on Productive Sector Cooperation in the
EAC: Mohamud, Mohamed Abdullah; Ali, Ali Mohamed

This paper examines Somalia’s post-conflict economic recovery and its prospects for reintegration into the East African
Community (EAC) through productive sector cooperation. The study addresses the research problem of how a fragile, post-
conflict state can leverage regional integration for sustainable development and peace building. Its objective is to assess
Somalia’s institutional readiness, sectoral potential, and infrastructural capacity to align with EAC frameworks. Employing a
qualitative case study approach grounded in policy and institutional analysis, the study draws on policy documents, regional
treaties, national development strategies, and expert perspectives. The findings reveal that Somalia’s productive sectors
livestock, agriculture, fisheries, and trade remain the backbone of its economy and hold significant potential for regional
integration. However, weak institutions, regulatory gaps, and infrastructure bottlenecks continue to constrain
competitiveness. The study highlights that effective EAC integration could generate employment, enhance regional value
chain participation, and strengthen peace building by fostering economic interdependence. Policy implications include the
need for phased accession strategies, investment in transport and digital infrastructure, and harmonization of standards to
enable inclusive growth. The research concludes that regional integration is not only an economic strategy for Somalia but
also a pathway to long-term stability and prosperity. In summary, my research on Somalia’s post-conflict recovery through
productive sector cooperation in the EAC is highly relevant to the CIDRA conference. By exploring the intersections of
regionalism, government policies, and sustainable development, the study contributes actionable insights for policymakers
and practitioners striving for a more equitable and sustainable future in the region. Engaging in this conference will provide
an opportunity to share findings, gather feedback, and collaborate with other experts focused on similar themes.

Keywords: post-conflict recovery, regional integration, productive sector cooperation, trade and infrastructure development, peace
building, East African Community
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“From Resource Curse” to “Resource Blessing”: Benchmark-Based Safeguard Pricing in Africa’s Resource-Rich
Economies: Antao1, Daniela

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (“DRC”) holds more than half of the world’s cobalt reserves, yet remains one of the
least prosperous countries on earth. This contradiction is often narrated as the “resource curse,” a fatalistic storyline that
treats underdevelopment as the inevitable consequence of mineral abundance. This article rejects that narrative. It
demonstrates that what is commonly described as a “curse” is, in fact, a legally traceable, institutionally mediated pattern
of predation. The paper advances three interlocking arguments. First, contemporary resource governance in the DRC cannot
be understood without revisiting the dual genealogy of sovereignty. Westphalian sovereignty enables contractual formalism,
whereas Rousseauian internal sovereignty foregrounds the people’s entitlement to the value of their natural wealth. Second,
the article shows that trade theory has been misapplied: the DRC’s cobalt sector operates in a global market with a Herfindahl
Hirschman Index of 9,200, rendering comparative advantage analytically invalid and facilitating the extraction of value by
dominant-downstream-actors. Third,-international-investment law practice—marked by-asymmetry, weak consent, and
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abuse of rights— further entrenches predation by shielding exploitative concessions from revision. Building on these
foundations, the article proposes a novel, judicially enforceable remedy consisting of (1) competitive price revision to correct
predatory underpricing, and (2) a mandatory accounting-transparency rule to prevent future exploitation. Together, these
mechanisms realign resource governance with public interest, restore fiscal and institutional sovereignty, and oAer a path
from resource curse to resource justice.

Keywords: Natural resources, Underdevelopment, Natural wealth, International investment law, Contractual formalism
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Strategies for Monetary Independence of the Countries of the AES Region: Bondi, Gildas; Nenovsky, Nikolay

This paper aims to examine the different strategies adopted by the countries of the Alliance of Sahel States (ASS) in order to
achieve monetary sovereignty. OOn February 11, 2024, General Abdourahamane TIANI, President of the Republic of Niger,
initiated a discussion on the “total sovereignty” of the countries of the Alliance of Sahel States (ASS) through withdrawal from
the Franc Zone and, consequently, the creation of a common currency. OOn January 29, 2025, the Confederation of the
Alliance of Sahel States (ASS) officially announced its withdrawal from the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS). This withdrawal implies a withdrawal from the West African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU). Itis in this
context that we will explore strategies for replacing the CFA franc with the Sahel, the common currency of the Alliance of
Sahel States (ASS). OMonetary sovereignty requires economic sovereignty. It is in this context that on December 11, 2025,
General Assimi GOITA finalized the operationalization of the Confederation Bank for Investment and Development - (CBID-
ASS) with an initial capital of 500 billion CFA francs (approximately $890 million). This strategic instrument of economic
sovereignty has the mission of mobilizing its own resources to finance structural projects. The bank's main priority is to
support projects with a high impact on the population and to strengthen integration within the Alliance of Sahel States (ASS)
area.OThe modus operandi for exiting the CFA franc must be strict in order to avoid a crisis in the monetary zone of the
Alliance of Sahel States (ASS). Furthermore, in scenarios for achieving monetary sovereignty, it is important to change the
paradigm: move to a f loating exchange rate system instead of a fixed system, as is the case with the CFA franc - The Sahel
currency will first be introduced for non-cash payments, before becoming available in banks - During the launch phase of the
new currency, there will be dual circulation of the CFA franc and the Sahel. This phase is crucial to guaranteeing public
confidence, ensuring stability, and avoiding economic crises.

Keywords: WAEMU, CBID-ASS, Alliance of Sahel States, Monetary independence, CFA franc
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Global Gateway vs Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) Maritime Extensions in Sub-Saharan Africa: Parasoglou, Antonios

This paper examines the comparative dynamics of the European Union’s Global Gateway and China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) in the maritime and port sectors of Sub-Saharan Africa, exploring how these competing strategies reshape regional
connectivity, governance, and socioeconomic outcomes. It situates the analysis within the broader framework of global
geoeconomics and the shifting balance of power in transport and infrastructure policymaking. The study’s main objective is
to assess the economic, geopolitical, and local implications of EU and Chinese port investments, identifying whether they
operate asrival or interdependent systems of influence. By conceptualizing ports as power assets, network nodes, and local
communities, the paper bridges macro-structural and micro-contextual approaches to global infrastructure competition.
This triadic framework allows for a nuanced understanding of how economic efficiency, political leverage, and social
sustainability interact in transregional projects linking Africa, Europe, and Asia. Methodologically, the research adopts a
mixed-methods design. Quantitatively, it analyzes trade flows, liner shipping connectivity (UNCTAD’s LSCI), and port
performance indicators from 2015 to 2025, comparing ports with European and Chinese involvement. Qualitatively, it uses
case studies of the ports of Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), Abidjan (Cbte d’lvoire), and Mombasa (Kenya), drawing on content
analysis of policy documents, investment agreements, and NGO reports to capture local perceptions and governance
effects. This dual approach ensures triangulation between systemic trends and grounded realities. The paper argues that
while both initiatives are framed through divergent discourses, with the EU emphasizing sustainability, transparency, and
ESG criteria and China focusing on rapid delivery and state-driven efficiency, their underlying logic remains primarily
economic. Maritime investments are mainly instruments of market integration and value chain control; geopolitical influence
and social outcomes emerge as derivative dimensions of this economic core. However, the contrast in governance models
and normative claims generates distinct local footprints, shaping how African actors negotiate agency within global
connectivity schemes. By integrating quantitative performance analysis with a qualitative reading of power and perception,
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the study contributes to CIDRA’s themes on regional and transregional dimensions of energy and transportation policy. It
advances a comparative, empirically grounded framework for understanding how globalinfrastructure strategies reconfigure
law, governance, and development across regions. Ultimately, it argues that Sub-Saharan Africa’s ports are not merely sites
of competition but laboratories of hybrid policymaking where economic rationality, political legitimacy, and sustainability
norms intersect.

Keywords: Global Gateway, Belt and Road Initiative, maritime connectivity, Sub-Saharan Africa, port governance, geoeconomics,
sustainable infrastructure policy, EU-China relations
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EU-Africa Relations and the Right to Development: From the UN Declarations to Samo's Treaty Recognition: Carapéto,
Maria Joao

This article examines the acknowledgment of the Right to Development in the Samoa Agreement (2023)? between the
European Union (EU) and the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OEACP), by applying Edgar Morin's
principle of organisational recursivity to understand how the extinction of the European Development Fund, the formulation
of the Right to Development under Article 9(6) of the Agreement and the EU's position in the multilateral debate on the draft
Convention on the Right to Development form a recursive circuit in which the product of each stage retroacted on the
conditions that generated it. The article traces the trajectory of the Right to Development from the 1986 UN Declaration to the
draft Convention currently under negotiation, examining the divergent positions of the Global South and the EU on the nature
of the right and the obligations it may generate. It argues that the elimination of the EDF before the Samoa negotiations
removed the financial basis upon which cooperation duties linked to the recognition of the Right to Development could have
rested, and that the formulation adopted in the Agreement corresponds to the EU's conception of the right, which does not
considered it as a human right, but as part of the realization of all human rights, and without any attached duties of funding.
In contrast, the relocation of economic, social, and cultural rights to policy sections removed the substantive dimensions
that could have given the acknowledgment a distinct content regarding financial duties. From the perspective of the
recursivity principle, these events are not isolated and form a circuit in which each decision reshapes the conditions for the
next, and in which the Samoa formulation now serves as the baseline from which future discussions on the Right to
Development will depart, both within the partnership and at the UN level.

Keywords: Right to Development, Samoa Agreement, European Development Fund, EU-OACPS relations, organizational recursivity, Edgar
Morin, draft Convention on the Right to Development
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Dialogue for the Sustainable Partnership between Europe and Africa: A Theoretical integration of Goal Systems and
Game Theories: Jan, Dev

Sustainable development can only be attained through collaboration within and between countries and continents. These
entities often have different sustainability goals. Europe and sub-Saharan African countries differ in terms of resource quality
and quantity, resulting in varying levels of development. Such differences shift each region’s focus: Europe emphasizes
mitigation, whereas sub-Saharan Africa emphasizes development. These disparities lead to differential and asymmetrical
resource flows, including people. Recent data show that sub-Saharan African countries receive 2% immigrants relative to
their total population, while Europe receives 12.6%. In the tourism industry, a key player in sustainability, the flows are
similarly uneven but in reverse direction with sub-Saharan African countries being a receiver of tourists and tourism
investments. Sub-Saharan African countries, such as Tanzania, receive many investors and tourists from Europe, while fewer
Africans travel to Europe as non-immigrants. For instance, Tanzania’s like other East African countries is dominated by
European tourists (37% for Tanzania). Balancing these asymmetries is essential for achieving sustainable development.
Policies and strategies based on research, dialogue, and advocacy can provide long-term, sustainable, and equitable
solutions for both regions of the world. This study proposes a conceptual and strategic dialogue framework by integrating Goal
System Theory and Game Theory. The framework considers the different stakeholders in the dialogue process, together with
their multiple diverging goals in forming a common cooperative goal. Data from the World Economic Forum on Travel and
Tourism were used to indicate resource and competency asymmetries between the two blocks. Of the 17-dimensional scores,

2 Samoa Agreement between the European Union and its Member States and the Members of the Organisation of African,
Caribbean-and-Pacific States,; signed-in-Apia (Samoa)-on-15 November 2023
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only four (natural resources, price competitiveness, sustainability demand, and socioeconomic impacts) were advantageous
for sub-Saharan Africa. The dialogue framework offers insights into policies on research, dialogue, and advocacy between
Europe and Africa, working towards sustainability and resilience in both blocks. The Goal System Theory in the framework
aidsin harmonizing diverging and usually conflicting goals into collaborative and equitable outcomes. The Game Theory offers
insights into possible strategies to attain sustainability, for instance the differential competitive dimensions can be
strategically used by the two blocks to create a win-win payoffs for both as well as ensuring sustainability at large. In the
scholarly realm, this paper offers insights into theoretical and research avenues that will have consequential effects on
dialogue and decision-making processes through evidence-based approaches. The integrative framework shed light on both
profit and non-profit tourism organizations and regional bodies (European Union, Southern Africa Development Cooperation,
African Tourism Board) in engaging on dialogue for sustainable development.

Keywords: Equity, Sustainable, Goals, Tourism, strategic, partnerships
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Trade Diversion and Creation Effects of AU vs. EU Bilateral Trade Agreements: Mbinya, Beatrice

The proliferation of bilateral preferential trade agreements (PTAs) between African states and major external powers
introduces structural tensions that counteract the continental integration agenda under the African Union's Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA). These agreements, which often pre-date or operate outside the AfCFTA framework, create fragmented web of
conflicting tariff and regulatory commitments, jeopardizing the goal of achieving a unified African market. This study is based
on the theme of “Multilateralism in the Face of Bilateralism and Geopolitical Influence”, provides an empirical assessment
of this trade-off. This study seeks to: (1) estimate the differential magnitude of trade creation (net increase in overall trade)
and trade diversion (shift away from intra-African partners) effects resulting from the specified EU PTAs; (2) isolate the
comparative impact of these extra-regional agreements against the internal effects of regional integration initiatives (RECs
and AfCFTA progress) on the flows of intra-African trade; and (3) determine if these trade diversion effects are concentrated
sectorally, comparing primary raw materials versus high-value manufactured goods. We employ robust structural gravity
model augmented with fixed effects (specifically importer-year, exporter-year, and partner-pair fixed effects). We utilize
general equilibrium poisson-pseudo-maximume-likelihood (GE-PPML) estimator to address heteroscedasticity, the
prevalence of zero trade flows, and endogeneity concerns related to PTA formation, leveraging on disaggregated bilateral
trade flow data (HS 6-digit level) sourced from UN-COMTRADE (2010-2025). This dataset is complemented by tariff and non-
tariff barrier data from the World Bank (WITS) and the AfCFTA/WTO trade repository to ensure complete control for trade cost
factors. The model encompasses a minimum network of 56 economies, including 54 AfCFTA member states, the EU as a
bloc, and non-EU (China). Preliminary findings confirm trade diversion hypothesis. Bilateral PTAs with extra-regional powers,
particularly those with Non-EU, exhibit a trade diversion effect from the AfCFTA region that is approximately 1.5 times greater
than their measured trade creation effect, which primarily re-orients supply chains away from Africa and toward external
partners in industrial goods. Specifically, the average non-AfCFTA PTA reduces signatory's intra-African trade in
manufactured goods by 7.2%, while only boosting its total external trade by a limited 4.8%. These results confirm that
geopolitical bilateralism significantly distorts intra-African trade patterns, thereby posing measurable, structural challenge
to the full economic realization of the AfCFTA's regional integration objectives. We contribute empirical evidence of the
hidden opportunity cost embedded within the trade-off between geopolitical bilateralism and regional multilateralism. By
applying advanced econometric techniques, we generate evidence-based data directly actionable by African Union and
AfCFTA policymakers, enabling them to quantify the net benefit or detriment of external preferential access and inform
effective, coordinated strategies for continental trade policy.

Keywords: Geopolitical Bilateralism; Trade Diversion & Creation; Structural Gravity Model; AfCFTA; Trade Policy Coordination; Regional
Multilateralism.
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How Does the European Union's New Industrial Strategy Reshape Economic and Political Partnerships with African
Countries? Giakoulas, Dimitris

Traces the evolution of EU industrial policy from 1952 totoday — from coal and steel, through market liberalisation, to the
recentinterventionistturn. Analysesthe five external shocks thatforced this change: the rise of China, the pandemic,the war
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in Ukraine, US protectionism, and climate change. Shows how the new EU industrial strategy (REPowerEU, CRMA, Net-Zero
Industry Act, Global Gateway, CBAM) is reshaping relations with Africa — shifting from traditional aid and trade to strategic
partnerships on energy, critical raw materials, and infrastructure. Assesses both opportunities (green hydrogen, local
processing, regional integration) and risks (green extractivism, regulatory dependency, CBAM pressures).

Keywords: Industrial strategy, Economic partnerships, Political partnership, US protectionism, Climate change, Market liberalization,
REPowerEU, CRMA, Net-Zero Industry Act, Global Gateway, CBAM
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Monetary and Financial challenges facing the UEMOA zone: Bondi, Gildas; Nenovsky, Nikolay

Structural and geopolitical changes in Africa are in full swing, including changes in the continent's monetary architecture.
The sustainability and future of the CFA Zone is being tested by the emergence of a new group of the Alliance of Sahel States
(Mali, Burkina-Faso and Niger - AES) that are forging paths to monetary independence. These paths are not clear, what are
the possible solutions, their advantages and disadvantages, what are the paths to reach the different monetary
configurations. The monetary regimes and financial systems of the zone are closely linked to democratic processes and the
new challenge - the environmental costs of investment. These are the main topics of the first session.
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The Monetary Question in the Horn of Africa: Aman, Moustapha; Bonino, Laura

the Horn of Africa (Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia) is a paradoxical monetary space: crisscrossed by imperial rivalries,
fragmented by divergent colonial choices, but also a driving force for new experiments in the face of the challenges of
dollarization and regional integration. This session offers an analysis in two complementary axes: the historical legacies that
have shaped the region's monetary regimes and the contemporary dynamics that open the way to trajectories of
recomposition and convergence
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Regional Integration and Food Security in Africa: What is the Multilateral Policy for European Union and the AfCFTA?:
Byenda, Adolphe Amani; Bienvenu, Mokili.,

In an ever-changing international and economic context, since its inception, the AfCFTA has emerged as a new opportunity
for Africa to achieve a 2063 agenda within the framework of regional integration. Certainly, integration in Africa has faced
enormous hindrances that are related to trade on the continent, freedom of trade, compliance with policies, the
shortcomings of national policies and enormous security challenges within some states. A part from the faced difficulties, is
added the demographic burden, resulting in malnutrition among a large number of the African population. In addition, Covid-
19, the war in Ukraine, natural disasters and other environmental challenges have got a significantimpact on the progress of
flows and international trade. Beyond the issues related to sovereignty and food security, there are also geographical,
demographic and climatic realities, a part from commercial considerations and other diplomatic ambitions. In this regard,
any regionalintegration or economic development process on the continent should, therefore, take these real dynamics into
account in order to avoid repeating the mistakes of previous integration policies initiated since the 1980s. The AfCFTA and
the EU should inevitably, take food security into account in their development approach so that it does not become a major
challenge and a threat to the achievement of their objectives, that ended up like other regional initiatives implemented since
the 1980s. The AfCFTA and the EU are ,therefore, called upon to adopt multilateral policies and perspectives that will enable
them to capitalize on Africa's potential to overcome multiple challenges and accelerate the continent's economic
development, lest they fall into a process of mimetic and recreated integration. To reach this, a mixed methods approach will
be adopted, focusing primarily on qualitative method during the data collection phase. This will be complemented by
quantitative method during the analysis and interpretation of results.

Keywords: AfCFTA, Regional integration, Food security, Multilateral policy, National policies, economic development
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THEME: Government Policies and Decision-Making Systems
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Counting What Budget Can Buy: Inflation, Currency Depreciation and Real Value of Public Health Spending in Africa:
Muhoozi, Michale

Public health budgets in Africa are vulnerable to macroeconomic shocks, particularly inflation and currency depreciation,
due to the high import content of essential health inputs such as medicines, diagnostics, and fuel. We asked how 1-
percentage-point (pp) increases in inflation and nominal exchange-rate depreciation change the real value of public health
expenditure (PHE) per capita and whether effects vary by fiscal capacity and region. We constructed a panel dataset of 45
African Union member states from 2001 to 2022 (985 country-year observations), using data from the World Health
Organization’s Global Health Expenditure Database (GHED) and the Global Macro Database (GMD). Real PHE per capita was
deflated using an import-adjusted (tradables-sensitive) price index. We applied two-way fixed effects with Driscoll-Kraay
standard errors to account for cross-sectional dependence, and tested robustness using Common Correlated Effects
estimators, system Generalized Method of Moments (GMM), and local-projection dynamic models. Key exposures were
annual inflation and exchange-rate depreciation, measured in percentage points. We examined heterogeneity by fiscal-
space quartiles and Regional Economic Communities (RECs), including the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), East African Community (EAC), Southern African Development Community (SADC), and the Economic and
Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC). Inflation significantly reduced real PHE in low-income (-0.78%, p=0.013)
and lower-middle-income countries (-1.37%, p<0.001), and in countries with limited fiscal space. In contrast, countries in
the highest fiscal-space quartile experienced a positive association (+1.98%, p=0.005), suggesting greater resilience.
Exchange-rate effects were smaller on average but varied by REC: negative in CEMAC (-1.42%, p<0.001), positive in ECOWAS
(+1.14%, p=0.032), and statistically insignificant in EAC and SADC. Dynamic estimates showed faster and more durable
adverse responses to inflation than to currency depreciation. These findings highlight the vulnerability of African health
budgets to macroeconomic shocks. Policy options include inflation-indexed budget lines for import-intensive inputs, pooled
or forward hard-currency procurement, and flexible public financial management to preserve real spending during economic
turbulence.

Keywords: Africa, public health expenditure, inflation, exchange rate, fiscal space, regional economic communities, macroeconomic
shocks, health financing
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Lobbying Regulation to Enhance Democratic Governance: Comparative Lessons from Europe and Africa: Petrillo, Pier
Luigi; Fiorentino, Andrea

Lobbying activity is a cornerstone of democratic systems, allowing social and economic actors to represent their interests
and contribute to the setting of political priorities and the shaping of public policies. The connection between lobbying and
democracy is so intrinsic that the qualitative performance of democratic systems largely depends on their capacity to
regulate interest representation effectively, ensuring transparency in decision-making, accountability of public officials, and
participation of interest groups in the political process. In Europe, both the European Union and most Member States have
established advanced lobbying regulation systems, including public registers of lobbyists and structured mechanisms for
stakeholder and citizen participation in decision-making processes. Complementing these efforts, international and regional
organizations, such as the Council of Europe and the OECD, through monitoring activities and guidelines, play a crucial role
in both assessing transparency and accountability in the interactions between organized interests and decision-makers, and
in promoting improvements to the regulatory and institutional frameworks of individual legal systems. Beyond the scope of
these bodies, no African country currently has a comprehensive legal framework regulating lobbying. States and regional
organizations, including the African Union, the Economic Community of West African States, and the East African
Community, face the challenge of reforming decision-making systems to strengthen institutions, uphold public sector ethics,
and empower citizens, communities, and social actors, while ensuring equal access to public decision-makers and more
responsive public decisions. This paper examines and compares the European regulatory frameworks for lobbying and the
current lack of comprehensive regulations in Africa, highlighting differences in transparency, accountability, and stakeholder
engagement. Itidentifies obstacles and opportunities for future reforms, stressing that *Full Professor of Comparative Public
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Law at the University of Rome UnitelmaSapienza. Director of the School of Advanced Studies on Cultures, Politics and
Democracy within the Department of Law and Digital Society. Professor of Lobbying Theory and Techniques at Luiss Guido
Carli University (Rome). Holder of the Jean Monnet Module “Participation, Lobbying and Transparency in the EU Institutions
(PLAT-EU)”. Principal Investigator of the Italian National Research Project “Lobbies and democracy. How the regulation (or
lack of regulation) of groups of interests affects the implementation of social, cultural, environmental and digital rights. An
evidence-basis analysis of comparative law”. Formerly advisor on lobbying-related issues for the OECD, the European Union,
and Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers. ** Postdoctoral Researcher in Comparative Public Law at the University of
Rome UnitelmaSapienza. Lecturer at the School of Advanced Studies on Cultures, Politics and Democracy within the
Department of Law and Digital Society. Member of the University of Rome Unitelma Sapienza research unit for the Italian
National Research Project “Lobbies and democracy. How the regulation (or lack of regulation) of groups of interests affects
the implementation of social, cultural, environmental and digital rights. An evidence-basis analysis of comparative law”. 1
any regulatory design and good practice should reflect local specificities and societal needs rather than simply transplant
European models. The study adopts a comparative public law approach, analysing European regulatory frameworks and
African experiences at both national and supranational levels. It focuses on three key dimensions: (1) transparency
mechanisms, (2) stakeholder and citizen participation, and (3) institutional accountability, including codes of conduct and
enforcement systems. By examining the potential of lobbying regulation to build and strengthen democratic institutions, this
paper aligns with CIDRA’s objectives of fostering Europe-Africa dialogue. Through comparative analysis, it shows how
differences in legal frameworks and governance practices can inform mutual learning, capacity-building, and context-
sensitive reforms. It contributes to a better understanding of how multilevel decision-making systems can be reinforced, how
citizen and stakeholder engagement improved, and how resilient democratic institutions promoted across diverse contexts.
The study bridges theoretical insights and practical implications, paving the way for institutional cooperation and the
transregional circulation of normative models and best practices.

Keywords: Democratic governance, European regulatory frameworks, Lobbying, Legal frameworks, Institutional accountability, Digital
rights
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An Appraisal of Nigeria's Legal and Institutional Framework for Protecting Small Farmers Rights: Kura, Abubakar
Balarabe

Smallholder farmers constitute the backbone of Nigeria’s agricultural sector; yet, despite their centrality to food security,
rural livelihoods, and the national economy, small farmers face persistent challenges, including insecure land tenure, limited
access to inputs, and vulnerability to climate change, market fluctuations, technological advancements, and the lack of legal
recognition of their rights. This paper aims to examine the legal and institutional frameworks to protect and empower small
farmers in Nigeria. It explores key legislation such as the Land Use Act (1978), the National Agricultural Seeds Act, and the
Fertiliser Quality Control Act, alongside policy initiatives like the National Integrated Agribusiness Agenda (NIAA). The analysis
highlights the fragmented nature of existing laws and the need for a unified, farmer-centred legal approach that promotes
sustainability, equity, and resilience. It also identifies key strengths, gaps, and contradictions, and offers proposals on how
the framework might be better aligned with the realities and rights-based agricultural development of small farmers. The
doctrinal method of research will be adopted in analyzing the existing legal and institutional framework for the protection of
small farmers’ rights. The paper concludes with recommendations for reforming Nigeria’s agricultural legal landscape to
better serve smallholder farmers and align with global best practices and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Keywords: Sustainable Development Goals; Smallholder Farmers.
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From Theoretical Instruments to Democratic Participation and Decisional Legitimation in Post-Colonial Francophone
Black Africa (Experience of the DR Congo): Nyembo, Joseph Munyabeni

Our intuition in this reflection is to show that African democracies (states governed by the rule of law) have not yet lived up to
the hopes placed in them at the time of the liberation of public life during the sovereign national conferences of 1990. Instead
of being a driving force for national integration and development, through the development of a culture and public policies
with lasting social effectiveness, they have become places where national oligarchies are formed. Instead of achieving
political independence through the development of the national economy, appropriate technology and a specific culture,
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African democracies have become a source of violence, cultures of predation and material enjoyment, poverty among the
masses, in short, anti-development cultures. In the eyes of politicians and those in power, engaging in politics does not mean
exercising a mandate. On the contrary, politics becomes a profession that one intends to pursue throughout their life out of
interest, or even as a challenge, rather than by idealism. It thus becomes a feeding trough (Frangois MUKOKA NSENDA, 2012,
P), giving rise to all sorts of predatory practices inspired by neo-patrimonialism and the privatisation of the politician. More
specifically, democracy in the DR Congo since 1960 has been characterised by a crisis the politician and politics.

Keywords: Privatization, Poverty, Democratic participation, Decisional legitimation, Post-Colonial Francophone Black Africa
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State Capacity and Collective Decision-Making: Institutional Pathways to Economic Formalisation in Sub-Saharan
Africa: Ndiaye, Mamadou

Across Sub-Saharan Africa, persistent informality continues to challenge efforts to achieve inclusive and sustainable
economic growth. Despite the proliferation of formalisation policies, the limited effectiveness of public institutions often
undermines their implementation. This paper argues that the segmentation between formal and informal economies is not
merely a structuralissue but a reflection of the degree of state capacity and the quality of collective decision-making systems.
By "collective decision-making," we refer to mechanisms such as multi-stakeholder forums, participatory consultations with
informal sector actors, and feedback loops between government agencies and local business associations, which shape
policy design and implementation outcomes. The research employs a mixed-methods approach combining cross-country
institutional analysis with qualitative case studies from Senegal, Ghana, and Kenya. Quantitative indicators of governance
effectiveness, regulatory quality, and fiscal transparency are analysed alongside policy outcomes in labour and business
formalisation. Qualitative data were collected through key informant interviews and policy document reviews to assess how
public institutions interpret, coordinate, and enforce formalisation strategies. The study also integrates behavioural insights
to explain how cognitive biases—such as present bias leading to procrastination in business registration—affect compliance
and participation within formal economic systems and how institutional design can mitigate these effects. Findings reveal
that fragmented institutional mandates, low administrative coordination, and limited citizen engagement significantly
constrain policy effectiveness. Conversely, states exhibiting higher levels of institutional coherence and participatory
decision-making demonstrate stronger performance in formalisation outcomes. The paper further explores the potential role
of digital governance and artificial intelligence in enhancing policy coordination, transparency, and evidence-based decision-
making in African contexts. By situating the analysis within Africa—Europe cooperation frameworks, the paper contributes to
CIDRA’s overarching goal of fostering dialogue on governance innovations and sustainable development. Lessons from the
European Union’s multi-level governance systems—such as data-driven policymaking inspired by EU digital agendas,
decentralised accountability drawn from cohesion policy models, and mechanisms for inclusive participation—can inform
African institutional reforms. The study concludes by proposing a model of integrated institutional governance that
emphasises capacity building, inter-agency coordination, and behavioural policy design as critical levers for advancing
economic formalisation and strengthening democratic legitimacy in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Keywords: State capacity, Collective decision-making, Institutional pathways, Economic formalization, Institutional reforms, Multi-level
governance systems, Accountability
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The Dematerialization Process of the Congolese Public Administration and the Effectiveness of Public Services: the
Case of the ASYCUDA Software at the Directorate-General of Customs and Excise (DGDA) in Bukavu from 2019 to 2025:
Sirikupata, Raha

In a national context marked by the ambition to modernize public administration through the dematerialization of procedures,
this study examines the deployment of the SYDONIA (Automated System for Customs Data) customs software within the
Directorate General of Customs and Excise (DGDA) in Bukavu (South Kivu Province) between 2019 and 2025, with the aim of
analyzing its impact on the efficiency of public services and on the environmental challenges associated with the digital
transition. The choice of the DRC is aligned with the national “e-Administration” strategy of the Plan National du Numérique
— Horizon 2025, which identifies the dematerialization of procedures, particularly in public finance, civil registry, and
customs, as a lever for improving administrative performance. The overall objective of the study is to analyze how the
digitalization of customs operations contributes to the efficiency of Congolese pubtlic services. More specifically, it seeks to
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examine the influence of dematerialization on four dimensions of efficiency, accessibility, speed, transparency, and
international cooperation, within the DGDA in Bukavu; and to assess the ecological impacts associated with this digitalization
process, namely the reduction of paper consumption, the decrease in physical travel, and the optimization of workflows in
the Congolese public administration, particularly within customs services. This dual perspective falls within the framework
of the digital and green transition, consistent with the theme of the CIDRA program: Digital and Green Transition: An
Opportunity for Regional Integration. Methodologically, the article adopts a mixed approach. On the one hand, quantitative
data collection (processing times for declarations, number of electronic versus manual operations, compliance rates,
average customs clearance times) will be conducted within DGDA services in Bukavu for the period 2019-2025. On the other
hand, a series of semi-structured interviews will be carried out with DGDA officials, economic operators, and system users
to gather their perceptions regarding accessibility, the speed of operations, the transparency of customs procedures, and
external connectivity. A documentary analysis will complement the investigation. Qualitative data will be subjected to
thematic coding, and quantitative data will be processed using statistical software (Excel/SPSS) to identify trends and
correlations between digitalization and performance indicators. The article makes a threefold contribution. First, it provides
empirical insights into the effects of dematerialization in a Congolese context characterized by limited digital infrastructure,
thereby enriching studies on e-government in sub-Saharan Africa. Second, it links the theme of public service efficiency with
that of administrative ecology, adding a “green” dimension that is seldom addressed in research on digital administration.
Third, at the spatial level, it contributes to reflections on regional integration and the convergence of public digital systems in
East Africa, in line with the objectives of the CIDRA program. It thus helps formulate operational recommendations for
Congolese public officials and development partners regarding sustainable digital governance, and opens avenues for
research on the diffusion of similar models across the region.

Keywords: Dematerialization process, Digital administration, DGDA, ASYCUDA Software, Public services, Green Transition
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Entrepreneurial Ecosystems: Institutional Learning, Opportunity Creation, and Financial Inclusion for Migrant
Entrepreneurs: Zalkat, Ghazal; Barth, Henrik

Migrant entrepreneurship is increasingly recognized as a driver of innovation, job creation, and socio-economic integration
across the European Union (EU). Despite their contributions to local economic dynamism and diversification of products,
services, and business models, migrant entrepreneurs face structural barriers such as limited access to finance, regulatory
complexity, language constraints, and the lack of culturally responsive business support systems. These obstacles restrict
their ability to identify, develop, and exploit entrepreneurial opportunities within both local and transnational markets,
limiting economic and social outcomes. This paper examines how institutional learning processes, through which
policymakers, public agencies, NGOs, and intermediary organizations acquire, share, and embed knowledge, can shape
more inclusive entrepreneurial ecosystems for migrant entrepreneurs. Drawing on Policy Learning Theory (Dunlop & Radaelli,
2013), we conceptualize learning as instrumental, social, or political and investigate how intermediary organizations act as
“learning brokers” within multi-level governance structures. By fostering adaptive and context-sensitive responses,
institutional learning can enhance financial inclusion, streamline regulatory procedures, and improve ecosystem support,
thereby expanding opportunity spaces for marginalized entrepreneurs. The study employs a mixed-methods approach,
combining qualitative interviews, surveys, and policy document analysis from six EU countries (Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Greece, Italy, and Sweden) within the framework of the PLOUTOS project. This comparative analysis identifies how variations
in learning processes across national contexts influence the accessibility of resources, including finance and networks, and
shape entrepreneurial possibilities for migrant communities. Findings highlight that cross-sector collaboration, digital tools,
and knowledge sharing mechanisms are critical enablers of ecosystem inclusivity, allowing regions to leverage trans-local
connections while addressing structural inequalities. This research contributes to the CIDRA conference themes by linking
migration, governance, and regional cooperation. First, it extends entrepreneurial ecosystem theory by integrating
institutional learning as a dynamic mechanism that shapes opportunity structures and inclusive economic growth. Second,
it informs government policies and decision-making systems, demonstrating how multi-level governance and intermediary
organizations can facilitate equitable access to critical resources for migrant entrepreneurs. Third, it provides insights for
Africa-EU cooperation by highlighting transferable strategies for inclusive entrepreneurship, digital-enabled support
infrastructures, and policy innovation, which are relevant for regions navigating migration, mobility, and socio-economic
integration challenges. By advancing the understanding of how institutional learning influences entrepreneurial outcomes,
this study offers practical guidance for policymakers, regional institutions, and development agencies aiming to foster
resilient and inclusive economic ecosystems.

Keywords: Entrepreneurial ecosystems, Institutional learning, Opportunity creation, Financial inclusion, Migrant entrepreneurs
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THEME: Energy Security and Regional Cooperation
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An Assessment of Energy Trilemma Readiness in East Africa's Regional Power Integration: Mwella, Beatrice; Mlay,
Samson; Richard, Pauline

As East Africa advances cross border power interconnections under the East African Power Pool (EAPP), the region faces a
complex policy dilemma: how to deliver reliable, affordable, and sustainable energy for all while maintaining system stability
and ensuring equitable market participation among member states. These three pillars— energy security, affordability, and
environmental sustainability— form the energy trilemma, a guiding concept in modern energy governance as defined by the
World Energy Council. To assess how regional power integration can achieve balance across these objectives, this paper
introduces a Trilemma Readiness Framework, an analytical tool designed to evaluate East African countries’ preparedness
for electricity market integration. Using the European Union (EU) as a comparative analytical lens, the study examines how
regional market coupling can both enhance and destabilize the trilemma. Drawing on desk-based research, secondary data,
and comparative policy analysis, it identifies the institutional, regulatory, and infrastructural mechanisms that enabled the
EU’sinternal electricity market, as well as the unintended consequences that followed. While market liberalization improved
affordability and cross border trade efficiency, it also introduced vulnerabilities such as price volatility, dependency on gas
imports, and uneven renewable energy deployment, revealing how integration without governance coordination can
undermine sustainability and security. For East Africa, these lessons are instructive but not prescriptive. The region’s
heterogeneous energy mix, varying regulatory capacity, and evolving grid infrastructure demand a tailored approach.
Integration must balance national sovereignty with regional coordination, strengthen trust between utilities, and ensure
equitable access to data and investment. The analysis highlights that EAPP countries can leverage complementary resources
such as hydropower in Ethiopia, geothermal in Kenya, and solar potential in Tanzania and Uganda to create a resilient, low-
carbon power pool. However, success requires harmonized regulation, transparent market operations, and synchronized
renewable strategies before full market coupling. The paper concludes by applying the Trilemma Readiness Framework to
outline indicators and policy actions that can guide East African policymakers in evaluating and sequencing integration
reforms. By situating the EAPP’s ambitions within Europe’s lessons, the study argues that regional cooperation, if
strategically governed, can transform interconnection from a physical link into a governance instrument for balancing the
energy trilemma and advancing a just and sustainable energy transition.

Keywords: Energy trilemma; electricity markets; regional power integration; East African Power Pool; energy security;
sustainability
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Cape Verde and EU: Between Legal (Im) Possibility and the Imperative Political Necessity: Sacramento, Barbara;
Coutinho, Francisco Pereira

Cape Verde stands out on the African continent for the stability of its democratic institutions and its respect for the rule of
law. This singularity transforms the archipelago into a catalyst of a broader reflection on the limits of European enlargement
and the future of EU-Cape Verde relations. In an increasingly adverse geopolitical context, which may lead to a profound
reconfiguration and rethinking of the European Union, could the integration of Cape Verde into the European family be
conceivable? The answer to this question reaffirms the importance of fundamental principles and values as the cornerstone
of the European political ethos, while challenging the traditional perception of the geographical boundaries of enlargement
and paving the way for the emergence of flexible forms of integration that prevent institutional paralysis. Methodologically,
this article adopts a qualitative approach, combining elements of historical analysis with a comprehensive review of
academic literature, institutional documents, and official reports. This analytical strategy brings together historical
interpretation and a critical examination of the theoretical and normative frameworks underpinning the European project,
questioning its willingness to accommodate flexible models of membership and political cooperation. By analysing the
evolution of EU-Cape Verde relations, the paper seeks to understand how the country’s democratic experience, institutional
stability and adherence to the rule of law may contribute to a reconceptualization of the mechanisms of inclusion within the
European project, grounded in shared values and institutional affinities that extend beyond territorial considerations and
traditional political boundaries. The current version of article 49 TEU makes it impossible to accommodate Cape Verde as a
full member. Precluded by the geographic criterion, the deepening of the Special Partnership between Brussels and Praia
presents itself as the only viable solution, which allows for a path of economic, regulatory and institutional convergence,
which would progressively align the archipelago with the European legal and governance acquis, ultimately paving the way
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for a more structured and differentiated form of integration capable of evolving, in the long term, towards a potential
accession framework. Taken as a whole, this analysis contributes to the broader debate on regional dynamics and emerging
configurations of multilateralism between Africa and Europe. By problematizing the legal, political, and symbolic contours of
European borders, this paper explores the normative foundations of the European project and the possibilities for an
integration built upon cooperation, democratic legitimacy, and the sharing of fundamental values.

Keywords: imperative political necessity, Regional dynamics, Democratic legitimacy, Geographical boundaries
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Technology Education in Africa and EU Cooperation: A Map and a Compass: Pérez, José Maria Beneyto

Over the past two decades, the transformave potential of technology in education has become a central element in
international development agendas. Africa, a continent characterised by profound demographic dynamism and persistent
educational disparities, stands at the crossroads of digital transformation. At the same time, the European Union (EU) has
increasingly sought to project its normative and strategic influence through partnerships that combine development
cooperation, digital innovation, and educational reform. This paper, titled “Technology Education in Africa and EU
Cooperation: A Map and a Compass,” explores the evolving landscape of technological education across African states and
assesses the EU’s role as both a strategic actor and a normative partner in this field. The study pursues three primary
objectives. First, it maps the current state of digital and technological education initiatives in Africa, focusing on the
integration of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) within formal and informal learning systems. Second, it
analyses the EU’s cooperative frameworks — including Africa—EU Partnership on Digital Transformation and the Global
Gateway strategy — as mechanisms for promoting skills development, technological literacy, and sustainable innovation.
Third, it critically evaluates the alignment between African priorities and European policy instruments, identifying the
opportunities and asymmetries that shape this interregional engagement. Methodologically, the paper adopts a qualitative
comparative approach, drawing on documentary analysis, policy evaluation, and selected case studies from countries such
as Nigeria, Morocco, Egypt and Ethiopia . By combining empirical data with normative analysis, it situates technology
education at the intersection of digital sovereignty, capacity-building, and global governance. The framework integrates
geopolitical perspectives and development theory to interrogate whether EU-Africa cooperation in education fosters genuine
partnership or perpetuates dependency through digital conditionalities. The paper’s main contribution lies in offering both a
“map” — a descriptive account of the actors, policies, and institutional mechanisms underpinning technology education
cooperation — and a “compass” — an analytical orientation for understanding how these dynamics can be steered toward
more equitable, inclusive, and sustainable outcomes. By engaging with CIDRA’s thematic pillars of innovation, digital
governance, and global partnership, the study underscores the potential for reimagining transcontinental cooperation
beyond aid paradigms. Ultimately, it argues that technology education, when embedded in mutual learning and co-creation,
can serve as a critical lever for shared digital futures between Africa and Europe.

Keywords: Technology, Education, Digital conditionalities, ICT, demographic dynamism, Sustainable development, Digital governance,
Transcontinental cooperation, Innovation
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From the Eastern Mediterranean and North Africa to South Africa: Existing Energy Projects Between the European
Union and Africa and Prospects for Deeper Cooperation: Giannakopoulos, Angelos

The European Union supports a number of energy and infrastructure projects in the wider Mediterranean region and North
Africa. Beyond existing cooperation platforms, such as the Union for the Mediterranean, the Connecting Europe Facility for
Energy funding programme, the ELMED Interconnector (Tunisia-Italy) and other projects, particularly with countries in the
Eastern Mediterranean (Greece, Israel, Cyprus), there is increased cooperation with countries such as Egypt, under the EU-
Egypt Memorandum of Understanding, in the context of a hydrogen partnership. With regard to Africa in particular, the
European Union already cooperates with a number of African countries in the energy sector, primarily within the framework
of large-scale initiatives and not just bilaterally with individual states. A strategic dialogue between the EU and African
countries on energy supply, infrastructure and renewable energy has been in place since 2007 within the framework of the
Africa-EU Energy Partnership. Under the Africa-EU Green Energy Initiative, as part of the EU’s Global Gateway programme,
investment and cooperation programmes for renewable energies on the continent have been launched. These mainly cover
South Africa (Just Energy Transition Partnership-JETP), Senegal (a JETP was also concluded with Senegal, mobilising €2.5
billion in order to accelerate the use of renewable energies), Cameroon (includes a hydroelectric power and electricity grid
project), Morocco (solar energy and green hydrogen production), Madagascar (EU funding package for rural electrification),
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or the interconnector project between Zambia, Tanzania and Kenya. In this specific area, the paper analyses in particular the
existing success of the Africa-EU Energy Partnership, especially with regard to Tanzania, and examines in which areas, such
as the expansion of cross-border electricity grids and market integration, green hydrogen production and P2X technologies,
opportunities for further cooperation could be expanded. It also asks whether other international projects in Africa, such as
the Lobito Corridor project, which was supported by the US and encompasses Angola, the Democratic Republic of Congo
and Zambia, are capable of becoming serious rivals to China’s presence and influence in Africa. Particularly today, when
coordination between the EU and the US vis-a-vis a common action in Africa is suffering a serious setback.

Keywords: Energy projects, Energy partnership, Renewable energy, ELMED Interconnector, Hydrogen partnership
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Smart Logistics for Sustainable Development in Africa: Kimaro, Joseph M.

Smart logistics is increasingly promoted across African transport corridors and service networks through digital freight
platforms and medical drone delivery. These initiatives are often presented as solutions to high logistics costs, infrastructure
bottlenecks, and weak coordination, yet it is often unclear how they are made publicly credible when headline performance
claims are difficult to verify. This paper examines provider-produced YouTube videos as a site where smart logistics is
explained, demonstrated, and legitimised. The dataset consists of ten publicly available videos from Zipline (5), Lori Systems
(2), and Kobo360 (3). Using visual- verbal video analysis, the paper shows how legitimacy is built around smart logistics not
simply as technology, but as a practical arrangement built through software, data work, labour routines, and regulatory
permission. Four recurring credibility moves run through these videos, platformising fragmented freight markets, making
logistics visible, compressing time and distance for urgent medical delivery, and linking scale to institutional alignment.
Numerical claims about utilisation, delivery times, costs, or emissions are used mainly to signal credibility rather than to
provide audited evidence of outcomes. The paper contributes to legitimacy theory by showing how provider narratives make
services appear operationally credible, developmentally useful, and scalable within acceptable institutional boundaries. It
also shows how smart logistics narratives make development value appear convincing while leaving uneven patterns of
service coverage, inclusion, and oversight less visible.

Keywords: Smart logistics; Africa; Legitimacy; Digital freight platforms; Medical drones; Sustainable development
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SECTION DIVIDER

Closing Session

Closing reflections, certificate presentation, and the way forward for future CIDRA engagement.

CIDRA Conference Proceedings
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CLOSING SESSION

Looking Ahead

The closing session consolidated the intellectual gains of the conference and reaffirmed the importance of

sustaining CIDRA as a platform for scholarly collaboration, publications, policy engagement, and academic
mobility between Africa and Europe.

e Conference communiqué presented
e Certificates of participation issued
* Next CIDRA Conference announced for Addis Ababa, October 2026

The closing session was held on Thursday, 16 April 2026 from 14:00 to 15:30. It brought together the key
institutional and programmatic threads of the two-day conference and translated the deliberations into forward-
looking commitments. The session opened with the presentation of the Conference Communiqué by the
Conference Secretariat, represented by Dr Rasul Ahmed Minja. The communiqué captured the major
observations and recommendations emerging from the plenary and breakout discussions, including the need to
strengthen joint research, policy engagement, academic exchange, collaborative publications, and the CIDRA
platform as a durable Africa-Europe intellectual and institutional bridge.

The closing session then turned to implementation and continuity. Prof. Fabio Masini, CIDRA PI, presented the
CIDRA Roadmap and Deliverables, outlining the anticipated follow-up outputs and institutional responsibilities
expected after the conference. This was followed by a briefing from Addis Ababa University by Dr Zemelak Ayele
on the next CIDRA conference, signalling the intention to sustain the network beyond the Dar es Salaam meeting
and to deepen collaboration among partner universities.

OV ray
N Yoo

Dr. Zemelak Ayele of Addis Ababa University briefs participants on the next CIDRA Conference, scheduled to be hosted in Addis
Ababa in October 2026.

The programme also included the issuance of certificates of participation, coordinated by Prof. Masini and Dr
StephenKirama, UDSM CIDRA Pl.-Avote of thanks was then delivered by the UDSM CIDRA Pl,;-acknowledging the
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contributions of the University leadership, CIDRA consortium members, diplomatic representatives, session
chairpersons, presenters, administrative staff, and all participants who contributed to the success of the
conference. The conference formally concluded with coffee, individual networking and departures, allowing
participants to consolidate contacts and explore future collaborative engagements.
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Prof. Fabio Masini and Dr. Stephen Kirama present certificates of participation to conference participants.
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Dr. Rasul A. Minja presents the conference communiqué during the closing session.
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SECTION DIVIDER

Conference Communique

Conference outcomes, recommendations, and the formal communiqué of the meeting.

CIDRA Conference Proceedings
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CONFERENCE COMMUNIQUE

Outcome Snapshot

The communiqué captured the shared commitments emerging from the conference, including support for
joint research, academic exchange, collaborative publications, and stronger engagement with policy
actors.

e Joint and interdisciplinary research
e Policy briefs and collaborative publications
* Academic mobility and evidence-based decision-making

COMMUNIQUE Maiden CIDRA Academic Conference University of Dar es Salaam, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
15-16 April 2026

Preamble

We, the participants in the Maiden CIDRA Academic Conference, held at the University of Dar es Salaam, United
Republic of Tanzania, from 15 to 16 April 2026, under the theme “Regional and Transregional Dimensions in Law
and Policymaking,” comprising scholars, researchers, students, policymakers, diplomatic representatives, and
practitioners from Africa and Europe, meeting in physical and virtual formats; Recalling the overarching vision of
the CIDRA initiative — Creating a Joint Infrastructure for Dialogue, Research and Advocacy between Europe
and Africa — as a platform for advancing collaborative research, dialogue, dissemination, and advocacy on
issues of shared concern between the two continents;

Recognizing the participation of the thirteen CIDRA partner universities from Africa and Europe, namely Roma
Tre University, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, CEU San Pablo University, NOVA University Lisbon, Halmstad
University, Université Officielle de Bukavu, SIMAD University, Addis Ababa University, Kano University of Science
and Technology, the University of Dar es Salaam, Cadi Ayyad University, the University of Johannesburg, and
NEOMA Business School;

Guided by the opening remarks delivered by CIDRA leadership, diplomatic representatives, the Vice Chancellor
of the University of Dar es Salaam, and the Guest of Honour, the Honourable Minister responsible for Education,
Science and Technology, Tanzania; Mindful of the broader continental and international context marked by
geopolitical realignments, deepening interdependence, climate and energy transitions, digital transformation,
widening inequalities, and growing strains on multilateralism;

Affirming the importance of sustained Africa—Europe cooperation rooted in reciprocity, knowledge co-creation,
and a shared commitment to inclusive and sustainable development; Hereby issue this Communiqué.

l. Noting

The Conference noted that the CIDRA initiative is intended to serve as a durable intellectual and institutional
bridge between Africa and Europe, and that its core pillars include research, dialogue, and dissemination, and
advocacy for a cooperative and rules-based multilateral order.

The Conference noted further that the Vice Chancellor of the University of Dar es Salaam emphasized the
strategic value of collaborative research projects in strengthening research capacity, professional growth,
teaching innovation, and international scholarly exchange, while calling for tangible outputs such as joint
publications, stronger research groups, improved teaching modules, and visible policy impact.
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The Conference noted the Guest of Honour’s observation that contemporary global transformations require
deeper cooperation among nations, regions, and institutions, and that the CIDRA initiative offers a timely and
practical response to shared global challenges.

The Conference also took note of the three key policy questions posed by the Guest of Honour, namely: how to
strengthen multilateralism in an era of fragmentation; how to design governance systems that are inclusive and
legitimate; and how to secure sustainable and equitable energy futures.

The Conference noted the substantive richness of the plenary session on “The European Union and the African
Regional Economic Communities (RECs): Opportunities, Challenges and Lessons,” which highlighted both the
opportunities and tensions embedded in EU Africa relations and the need for critical, balanced, and future-
oriented engagement.

The Conference noted further that the plenary underscored the principle of unity in diversity as an important
lesson from the European integration experience, while also recognizing that successful integration depends on
sustained political will, credible institutions, and the effective management of tensions and differences.

The Conference noted that the plenary also drew attention to the practical role of continental institutions such
as the African Development Bank in supporting regional integration through capacity building and technical
assistance, connectivity and regional flagship projects, and trade facilitation.

The Conference noted with concern the persistent challenges facing African RECs, including limited institutional
capacity, political fragility, overlapping memberships, uneven implementation of protocols, difficulties in policy
harmonization, and questions of divided loyalty among member states.

The Conference noted that the thematic breakout sessions covered a broad range of issues, including financing
sustainable development, innovations for regional growth, law and policymaking, migration and mobility, regional
stability, regionalism in addressing global crises, digital and green transitions, multilateralism under geopolitical
pressure, government policies and decision-making systems, and energy security and regional cooperation.

1. Recommending

The Conference recommended the strengthening of joint and interdisciplinary research among CIDRA partner
universities in order to generate rigorous, policy-relevant, and comparative scholarship on Africa Europe relations
and on regional and transregional governance more broadly. The Conference recommended that African RECs,
including the EAC, IGAD, SADC, and ECOWAS, continue to draw lessons from the European experience,
especially with respect to institutional design, dispute management, long-term cooperation, and the principle of
unity in diversity, while adapting those lessons to African historical realities, developmental priorities, and state
capacities.

The Conference recommended that CIDRA continue to produce visible outcomes, including joint publications,
policy briefs, collaborative teaching resources, research networks, scholarly exchange, and platforms for future
engagement between Africa and Europe.

11, Resolving

The Conference resolved to strengthen and sustain the CIDRA network as a long-term platform for Africa—Europe
scholarly collaboration, dialogue, and advocacy. The Conference resolved to promote collaborative and
comparative research on the major themes discussed during the conference, including multilateralism, law and
policymaking, migration and mobility, sustainable development financing, digital and green transitions, energy
security, and regional cooperation.

The Conference resolved to carry forward the momentum generated in Dar es Salaam into future CIDRA
engagements, including the next conference to be hosted by Addis Ababa University.

V. Appreciation
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The Conference expressed its profound appreciation to the University of Dar es Salaam for hosting the maiden
CIDRA Academic Conference and for the warm hospitality extended to participants. The Conference
acknowledged further the presence and contributions of the Guest of Honour, diplomatic representatives,
session chairs, presenters, discussants, participants, and members of the organizing and secretariat teams
whose efforts ensured the successful convening of the maiden CIDRA Academic Conference.

Done at Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, on 16 April 2026.
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