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COMMUNIQUÉ 

Maiden CIDRA Academic Conference 

University of Dar es Salaam, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

15–16 April 2026 

Preamble 

We, the participants in the Maiden CIDRA Academic Conference, held 
at the University of Dar es Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania, from 15 
to 16 April 2026, under the theme “Regional and Transregional 
Dimensions in Law and Policymaking,” comprising scholars, 
researchers, students, policymakers, diplomatic representatives, and 
practitioners from Africa and Europe, meeting in physical and virtual formats; 

Recalling the overarching vision of the CIDRA initiative — Creating a 
Joint Infrastructure for Dialogue, Research and Advocacy between 
Europe and Africa — as a platform for advancing collaborative research, 
dialogue, dissemination, and advocacy on issues of shared concern between 
the two continents; 

Recognizing the participation of the thirteen CIDRA partner universities 
from Africa and Europe, namely Roma Tre University, Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, CEU San Pablo University, NOVA University Lisbon, Halmstad 
University, Université Officielle de Bukavu, SIMAD University, Addis Ababa 
University, Kano University of Science and Technology, the University of Dar 
es Salaam, Cadi Ayyad University, the University of Johannesburg, and 
NEOMA Business School; 

Guided by the opening remarks delivered by CIDRA leadership, diplomatic 
representatives, the Vice Chancellor of the University of Dar es Salaam, and 
the Guest of Honour, the Honourable Minister responsible for Education, 
Science and Technology, Tanzania; 

Mindful of the broader continental and international context marked by 
geopolitical realignments, deepening interdependence, climate and energy 
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transitions, digital transformation, widening inequalities, and growing strains 
on multilateralism; 

Affirming the importance of sustained Africa–Europe cooperation rooted in 
reciprocity, knowledge co-creation, and a shared commitment to inclusive 
and sustainable development; 

Hereby issue this Communiqué. 

I. Noting 

The Conference noted that the CIDRA initiative is intended to serve as a 
durable intellectual and institutional bridge between Africa and Europe, and 
that its core pillars include research, dialogue, and dissemination, and 
advocacy for a cooperative and rules-based multilateral order. 

The Conference noted further that the Vice Chancellor of the University of 
Dar es Salaam emphasized the strategic value of collaborative research 
projects in strengthening research capacity, professional growth, teaching 
innovation, and international scholarly exchange, while calling for tangible 
outputs such as joint publications, stronger research groups, improved 
teaching modules, and visible policy impact. 

The Conference noted the Guest of Honour’s observation that contemporary 
global transformations require deeper cooperation among nations, regions, 
and institutions, and that the CIDRA initiative offers a timely and practical 
response to shared global challenges. The Conference also took note of the 
three key policy questions posed by the Guest of Honour, namely: how to 
strengthen multilateralism in an era of fragmentation; how to design 
governance systems that are inclusive and legitimate; and how to secure 
sustainable and equitable energy futures. 

The Conference noted the substantive richness of the plenary session on 
“The European Union and the African Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs): Opportunities, Challenges and Lessons,” 
which highlighted both the opportunities and tensions embedded in EU–
Africa relations and the need for critical, balanced, and future-oriented 
engagement. 
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The Conference noted further that the plenary underscored the principle 
of unity in diversity as an important lesson from the European integration 
experience, while also recognizing that successful integration depends on 
sustained political will, credible institutions, and the effective management 
of tensions and differences. 

The Conference noted that the plenary also drew attention to the practical 
role of continental institutions such as the African Development Bank in 
supporting regional integration through capacity building and technical 
assistance, connectivity and regional flagship projects, and trade facilitation. 

The Conference noted with concern the persistent challenges facing 
African RECs, including limited institutional capacity, political fragility, 
overlapping memberships, uneven implementation of protocols, difficulties 
in policy harmonization, and questions of divided loyalty among member 
states. 

The Conference noted that the thematic breakout sessions covered a broad 
range of issues, including financing sustainable development, innovations for 
regional growth, law and policymaking, migration and mobility, regional 
stability, regionalism in addressing global crises, digital and green 
transitions, multilateralism under geopolitical pressure, government policies 
and decision-making systems, and energy security and regional cooperation. 

II. Recommending 

The Conference recommended the strengthening of joint and 
interdisciplinary research among CIDRA partner universities in order to 
generate rigorous, policy-relevant, and comparative scholarship on Africa–
Europe relations and on regional and transregional governance more 
broadly. 

The Conference recommended that African RECs, including the EAC, IGAD, 
SADC, and ECOWAS, continue to draw lessons from the European 
experience, especially with respect to institutional design, dispute 
management, long-term cooperation, and the principle of unity in diversity, 
while adapting those lessons to African historical realities, developmental 
priorities, and state capacities. 



Page 4 of 4 

 

The Conference recommended that CIDRA continue to produce visible 
outcomes, including joint publications, policy briefs, collaborative teaching 
resources, research networks, scholarly exchange, and platforms for future 
engagement between Africa and Europe. 

III. Resolving 

The Conference resolved to strengthen and sustain the CIDRA network as 
a long-term platform for Africa–Europe scholarly collaboration, dialogue, and 
advocacy. 

The Conference resolved to promote collaborative and comparative 
research on the major themes discussed during the conference, including 
multilateralism, law and policymaking, migration and mobility, sustainable 
development financing, digital and green transitions, energy security, and 
regional cooperation. 

The Conference resolved to carry forward the momentum generated in Dar 
es Salaam into future CIDRA engagements, including the next conference to 
be hosted by Addis Ababa University. 

IV. Appreciation 

The Conference expressed its profound appreciation to the University 
of Dar es Salaam for hosting the maiden CIDRA Academic Conference and 
for the warm hospitality extended to participants. 

The Conference acknowledged further the presence and contributions of 
the Guest of Honour, diplomatic representatives, session chairs, presenters, 
discussants, participants, and members of the organizing and secretariat 
teams whose efforts ensured the successful convening of the maiden CIDRA 
Academic Conference. 

Done at Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, on 16 April 2026. 

 

 


